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Week Ending Friday, December 20, 1991 


Letter Accepting the Resignation of 
Samuel K. Skinner as Secretary of 
Transportation 


December 13, 1991 


Dear Sam: 

I regret that the Department of Trans- 
portation will no longer have the benefit of 
your dynamic leadership, but I am delight- 
ed that you have agreed to continue to 
serve in my Administration as Chief of 


Staff. 


Your hard work as Secretary of Transpor- 
tation has produced a long list of remarka- 
ble accomplishments. You developed a com- 
prehensive statement of National Transpor- 
tation Policy, which set the Department’s 
priorities and strategies for years to come. 
You took vigorous steps to ensure that 
America’s commercial aviation system will 
remain safe and competitive. You shepherd- 
ed landmark aviation and surface transpor- 
tation legislation through the halls of Con- 
gress. You persuaded the legislature to act 
swiftly to end the April 1991 national rail- 
road strike—a strike which, had it persisted, 
might have brought the Nation’s economy 
to a virtual standstill. And you masterfully 
managed every crisis that came your way: 
the Eastern Airlines strike; the mammoth 
oil spill in Prince William Sound; Hurricane 
Hugo; the Loma Prieta earthquake in Cali- 
fornia; and the transportation requirements 
of Operations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. 


These marvelous accomplishments are, 
however, only part of your legacy. Your 
well-known personal commitment to the 
106,000 employees of the Department of 
Transportation has improved the morale 
and efficiency of its dedicated work force. 
Years after you have left the Department, 
that commitment will continue to pay divi- 
dends. 









Barbara and I deeply appreciate all you 
have done for my Administration and look 
forward to having you at our side in the 
months and years to come. 


Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Dear Mr. President: 


I respectfully submit my resignation as 
Secretary of Transportation, effective De- 
cember 16, 1991. It has been a great honor 
to serve in your Cabinet, and I look forward 
to working even more closely with you as 
your Chief of Staff. 


These have been challenging times at the 
Department of Transportation, and the De- 
partment has accomplished a great deal 
under your leadership. During our first year 
we developed your statement of National 
Transportation Policy, which emphasized 
increased investment in transportation in- 
frastructure and greater reliance on market 
principles. In the second year we passed 
the most comprehensive aviation legislation 
since the deregulation of the airline indus- 
try. In our third year we successfully guided 
through Congress landmark surface trans- 
portation legislation—legislation that will 
restructure the Nation’s Federal surface 
transportation programs for the post-Inter- 
state era and improve America’s productivi- 
ty and competitiveness well into the 21st 
century. 


At the same time, the Department has, at 
your request, successfully responded to sev- 
eral unforeseen challenges. We put in place 
measures to improve the security of civil 
aviation in the wake of the tragic bombing 
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of Pan American flight 103. When Eastern 
Airlines’ employees went on strike, we 
sought to minimize the impact on the trav- 
eling public and to ensure that safety was 
not adversely affected. We managed the 
massive cleanup of the oil spill in Prince 
William Sound. We provided emergency as- 
sistance and began the process of rebuilding 
after Hurricane Hugo and the Loma Prieta 
earthquake. We successfully marshalled the 
resources of the aviation and maritime sec- 
tors in support of Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm. And we worked with 
Congress to pass legislation ending a nation- 
al railroad strike just 18 hours after it com- 
menced. 

I will be forever grateful that you asked 
me to lead the dedicated men and women 
of the Department of Transportation 
through one of the most demanding periods 
in its history. Your firm commitment to our 
Nation’s transportation system made all our 
successes possible. 

Mr. President, it has been an honor and a 
privilege to serve you. 

Sincerely, 

Samuel K. Skinner 
Note: These letters were made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Decem- 
ber 16 but were not issued as White House 
press releases. 


Remarks on Signing the Year of 
Thanksgiving for the Blessings of 
Liberty Proclamation in Orange County, 
Virginia 

December 16, 1991 


Thank you all very, very much. And it is 
a pleasure to be with you on this beautiful 
Virginia day. Let me first thank Mr. Robert 
Bass and Mr. Jack Walter of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation for hosting 
this event. And we are fortunate to have 
the Secretary of the Interior with us, 
Manuel Lujan. I understand Virginia’s two 
great Senators are here: John Warner, 
Chuck Robb; Congressman George Allen, 
and other members of Congress. I am de- 
lighted to be with you on this special day. 

It’s an honor to be here with the people 
of Orange County, for this is the communi- 
ty that nurtured the father of our Constitu- 
tion, James Madison. Citizens of this county 
launched Madison’s political career, sending 


1836 





him to the Virginia House of Delegates 
when he was just 25 years old. In 1789, 
Orange County, almost by itself, provided 
Madison’s margin of victory in gaining a 
seat in the First Congress of the United 
States. 

Here is the home where Madison devel- 
oped and sustained his deep love of liberty, 
of religious freedom, economic freedom, in- . 
tellectual freedom. Here at Montpelier, 
Madison immersed himself in the historical 
and philosophic study that shaped our Con- 
stitution. And here, he promised his con- 
stituents he would work to enact a Bill of 
Rights. I am especially pleased to announce 
that our fiscal year 93 budget will seek $1 
million in Federal support for the restora- 
tion of Montpelier. 

Two hundred years ago this week, the 
Virginia General Assembly ratified the Bill 
of Rights. And with this action, three- 
fourths of the States had approved the Bill 
of Rights, thus making it a part of our Con- 
stitution. Americans have celebrated all of 
1991 as the bicentennial year of the Bill of 
Rights. And thanks to efforts by schools and 
foundations and corporations, government 
bodies, active individuals, we’ve marked the 
year with many outstanding educational 
programs, including a national tour exhibit- 
ing Virginia’s own original copy of the Bill 
of Rights. Next year, an exhibit on the Bill 
of Rights, organized by the U.S. Information 
Agency, will be the centerpiece of the 
United States Pavilion at the Expo in Se- 
ville. 

Congress has resolved that we observe 
the Bill of Rights bicentennial with a Year 
of Thanksgiving for the Blessings of Liberty. 
As a gesture of my esteem for James Madi- 
son and his home community, I am signing 
here at Montpelier the Presidential procla- 
mation of this bicentennial celebration. 

May God bless all of you, and may He 
always keep the American people free and 
dedicated to Madison’s ideals of a just socie- 


ty. 

” Thank you all very much, and now I will 
sign this proclamation. 

Note: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Robert Bass, 
chairman, and Jack Walter, president, Na- 
tional Trust for Historic Preservation. 
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Proclamation 6394—Year of 
Thanksgiving for the Blessings of 
Liberty, 1991 


December 16, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Thomas Jefferson once noted that the 
only firm basis of a nation’s liberties is the 
“conviction in the minds of the people that 
these liberties are . . . the gift of God.” By 
observing the bicentennial of our Bill of 
Rights as a Year of Thanksgiving for the 
Blessings of Liberty, we not only give honor 
where it is due but also reaffirm the moral 
and spiritual foundation on which this great 
Republic rests. 

Our Nation’s Founders were men of faith 
and conviction, and it was a biblically in- 
spired view of man that led them to declare 
“that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
The ratification of our Bill of Rights in De- 
cember 1791 signalled their determination 
to uphold in law these timeless words from 
our Declaration of Independence. 

Our Bill of Rights guarantees, among 
other basic liberties, freedom of speech and 
of the press, as well as freedom of religion 
and association; it recognizes the right to 
keep and bear arms; and it prohibits unrea- 
sonable search and seizure of a person’s 
home, papers, or possessions. The Bill of 
Rights also states that no person shall be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property without 
due process of law, and it establishes funda- 
mental rules of fairness in judicial proceed- 
ings, including the right to trial by jury. 
Two hundred years after its ratification, this 
extraordinary document is recognized 
around the world as the great charter of 
American liberty and democracy. Indeed, 
as James Madison predicted, the principles 
enshrined in our Bill of Rights have become 
for all peoples “fundamental maxims of free 
government.” 

Our ancestors fully recognized the value 
of freedom, and on September 26, 1789, 
just one day after they agreed on a draft 
Bill of Rights to be presented to the States 
for ratification, members of the First Con- 


gress requested that President Washington 
“recommend to the people of the United 
States a day of public thanksgiving and 
prayer, to be observed by acknowledging 
with grateful hearts the many signal favors 
of Almighty God.” Washington, who had fa- 
vored and even encouraged the observance 
of such a day, readily issued a proclamation 
calling upon all Americans to unite in 
thanksgiving “for the civil and religious lib- 
erty with which we are blessed. . . .” 

President Washington’s call for a national 
day of Thanksgiving came less than two 
decades after our Declaration of Independ- 
ence—and two years before the ratification 
of our Bill of Rights. How much greater 
reason do we have now, more than 200 
years later, to give thanks! The fledgling 
republic led by George Washington has not 
only endured but prospered. Today we can 
be thankful for the very fact that we have 
maintained our Constitution and Bill of 
Rights throughout our Nation’s history and 
for the expansion of freedom and democrat- 
ic ideals around the world. Today we are 
also grateful for those brave Americans, 
past and present, who have been willing to 
put themselves in harm’s wev to defend the 
lives and liberty of others. 

On this wonderful occasion, recalling the 
words of our first President, let us give 
thanks for the blessings of liberty, and let us 
strive—both as individuals and as a 
Nation—to remain worthy of them, always 
using our freedom in accordance with the 
will of that “great and glorious Being” who 
has so graciously granted and preserved it. 

The Congress, by Public Law 101-570, 
has designated 1991 as a “Year of Thanks- 
giving for the Blessings of Liberty” and has 
authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
year. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby urge all Americans to join in observ- 
ing 1991 as a Year of Thanksgiving for the 
Blessings of Liberty. Let us show through 
word and deed—including public and pri- 
vate prayer—that we are grateful for our 
God-given freedom and for the many other 
blessings that He has bestowed on us as 
individuals and as a Nation. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:56 p.m., December 17, 1991} 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 19. 


Remarks at the Bicentennial of 

the Bill of Rights Luncheon at 
Montpelier in Orange County, Virginia 
December 16, 1991 


Thank you, Senator Warner, for those 
very kind words. And let me thank Robert 
Bass and Jack Walter of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation for hosting this 
event, indeed, a historic event and a won- 
derful one to attend. We’re fortunate to 
have the Secretary of the Interior with us, 
Manuel Lujan over here. Virginia is fortu- 
nate, I think, to have two great Senators, 
both friends of the Bush family, and I men- 
tioned John and Chuck Robb sitting over 
here. Senator Strom Thurmond is with us, 
and also the new Congressman, George 
Allen from Virginia, and my old friend and 
classmate in the House of Representatives— 
we didn’t like that remark about it, John— 
[laughter}—John Paul Hammerschmidt over 
here. And other Members that might be 
with us today. 

And may I single out my luncheon part- 
ner, Mrs. Smith, whose commitment to 
Montpelier is contagious. It didn’t keep me 
from eating that excessively high-calorie 
dessert—{laughter|—nor push away from 
the chicken, but I learned a lot about Mont- 
pelier, and I go away even more enthused 
than I thought I possibly could be when I 
came down here today. 

I hesitate to give a serious speech about 
the Bill of Rights, looking around the room 
with all the lawyers and experts, people 
who understandably have great pride in 
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Virginia’s contribution to the history of this 
Nation. But I'll try anyway. 

We are here in the pastoral beauty of 
Virginia’s Piedmont to celebrate 200 years 
since the Virginia Assembly ratified the first 
10 amendments to the Constitution. This 
action brought into force our Bill of Rights. 

It is fitting that we meet at the home of 
James Madison, framer of the Constitution, 
architect of the Bill of Rights. In Madison 
we honor a learned man with a scholar’s 
appreciation for political philosophy. We re- 
member also a practical politician whose 
skill and leadership helped persuade the 
free people of America to embrace the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights as our 
basis for government. 

I want to thank the National Trust and 
others who have worked to organize this 
fitting commemoration. The Trust, which 
administers this beautiful estate, deserves 
the highest praise for its innovative plan to 
make Montpelier a living center for consti- 
tutional studies. And I will repeat what I 
said out here: I am pleased that our fiscal 
year 1993 budget requests $1 million in 
Federal support for the restoration of Mont- 
pelier. 

I am honored to welcome some very spe- 
cial guests, legal scholars and statesmen 
from Eastern and Central European nations 
which have won new freedom. I want to 
take this occasion also to say that an exhibit 
on the Bill of Rights will be the centerpiece 
of the U.S. pavilion at next year’s Expo in 
Seville. 

The ideas and action of the American 
founders were rooted deeply in human 
nature and experience. Though 200 years 
have passed, the understandings on which 
our Constitution and Bill of Rights are 
based still make a reliable guide. Whether 
the issue is health care or protection of the 
environment, the proper roles of parents 
and the State in educating our young, or 
the rise of interest groups and their power 
in lawmaking and litigation, we can make 
sound decisions today if we heed the wise 
counsel imparted by our founders. 

Two centuries ago, our new Republic was 
free and dynamic and hopeful and growing. 
Our founders were determined to preserve 
those qualities. But as Madison observed, 
“men are not angels.” The framers of our 
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Constitution confronted problems not 
unlike those that the Central and Eastern 
European constitution writers face today. 
The framers had to grapple with ethnic and 
religious differences, regional interests, 
issues of where power should lie and of how 
to contain conflict. Madison saw such prob- 
lems of faction, problems of faction as the 
greatest threat to our national survival. 

The men who gathered to write the Con- 
stitution were businessmen, farmers, and 
lawyers, mostly in their thirties and forties. 
And they had a passion for learning. They 
mastered the state of the art in engineering 
and agricultural sciences. And they steeped 
themselves in the wisdom of the Greek and 
Roman classics, in the faith and philosophy 
of the Judeo-Christian tradition. Neither 
cynical nor naive, they held a hopeful and 
pragmatic vision. Having seen human 
nature in the public square, they experi- 
enced both its frailty and its aspirations. 

The framers sought to strengthen civil so- 
ciety by encouraging public habits of free- 
dom, justice, and cooperation. And they 
worked to give us a charter that would 
serve, as Madison put it, “not only to guard 
the society against the oppression of its 
rulers, but to guard one part of the society 
against the injustice of the other part.” 

The framers had the humble genius to 
recognize that manmade laws and govern- 
ment are not a panacea for human prob- 
lems. They believed law and government, 
like good medicine, should seek first and 
foremost to do no harm. Taxation, public 
works, civil litigation, law enforcement ac- 
tivity are part of the framework of a just 
and civil society. They do give health to the 
social organization when provided in small, 
measured, and necessary doses. But when 
taken needlessly or to excess, such medicine 
could sicken or kill a society. 

The Constitution, therefore, became pri- 
marily a plan for uniting the Nation while 
preventing concentration of power and pre- 
serving the inalienable rights and liberties 
of individuals. The framers were so commit- 
ted to this ideal that they decided after 
signing the Constitution to add a Bill of 
Rights, to impose clear and stark limits on 
the exercise of Government power. 

The Federal system seeks to keep govern- 
ment close to the people whenever practi- 
cal, in the States and not in the Nation’s 


Capital. Within the National Government 
we have our system of checks and balances, 
with powers shared among the executive, 
legislative, and judicial branches. The judici- 
ary’s independence is vital to any country’s 
governance by the rule of law. 

The founders believed freedom was the 
key to economic as well as social well-being. 
They made the Constitution a powerful 
legal instrument for economic opportunity 
and growth. I do not believe our Republic 
could have survived, much less could it 
have prospered, without the commerce 
clause preventing the States from setting up 
trade barriers one against the other. 
Through the takings clause and the due 
process clause, the Bill of Rights protects 
people’s earnings and property. 

The genius of the Bill of Rights is that it 
limits its attention to truly important things 
and to things over which a just and limited 
government can exercise some actual con- 
trol. Two centuries ago, just as now, politics 
tempted some to take flight from modera- 
tion and realism. Edmund Burke com- 
plained at the time of those who “are so 
taken up with their theories about the 
rights of man that they have totally forgot- 
ten his nature.” 

The framers, however, were practical 
men. They gave us not a declaration of 
rights but a Bill of Rights, not a piece of 
propaganda but a set of legally enforceable 
constraints on government. Most important, 
they drafted a Bill of Rights that reflected 
the higher nature and the aspirations of the 
American people, a bill that grew out of the 
American character, not one grafted onto it 
for the sake of some abstract theory. 

There’s a lesson in this for today’s writers 
of national constitutions and international 
treaties, some of whom are with us today. 
Today, one often hears the concept of rights 
attached to specific social services or mate- 
rial standards of living. The framers, howev- 
er, did not elevate acquisition of even the 
most vital goods and services to the status 
of rights. They trusted people to make the 
most of their liberty and to respond to the 
challenge of assuming responsibility for 
themselves, their families, their communi- 
ties, and their government. And they un- 
derstood that paternalism is just a sugar- 
coated tyranny. 
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Madison was his era’s greatest champion 
of freedom of conscience. It is appropriate, 
therefore, that the very first article of the 
Bill of Rights guarantees Americans’ free- 
dom to worship, to assemble, to speak, and 
to publish. Today, respect for the founders’ 
ideals of freedom of conscience still drives 
us as we seek to restore the freedom of 
voluntary prayer in the public schools. It 
still guides us in such efforts as protecting 
the rights of parents to choose schools and 
facilities for child care. 


The Bill of Rights offers a highly-devel- 
oped system of protection for persons 
facing criminal charges. The Bill protects 
suspects from arbitrary search and seizure. 
The Bill respects the human dignity of 
criminals convicted of even the most hei- 
nous offenses by banning cruel and unusual 
punishment. The protections of personal 
rights, the safeguards against arbitrary ac- 
tions of the military against private proper- 
ty, and the guarantee of the right to keep 
and bear arms have enhanced the public’s 
respect for our law enforcement and mili- 
tary authorities. They protected our people 
from government abuses that were 
common in the 18th century and that per- 
sist in some countries today. 


The final articles of the Bill of Rights as- 
serts that the central Government should 
have no powers other than those explicitly 
given it by the Constitution. All other 
powers belong to the people or, where gov- 
ernment is necessary, to States. It is this 
principle that leads us today to look first not 
to big government but to the incentives 
and efficiency of free markets in addressing 


such problems as protecting the environ- 
ment. 


For all the pride we should take in our 
Constitution and Bill of Rights, this must 
not be an occasion simply for self-congratu- 
lation. Indeed, if Madison could speak to us 
today, I think I have a good idea of what he 
would ask. He would ask: Are American 
citizens and their leaders still living true to 
the framers’ legacy of limited government 
and ordered freedom? Are Americans still 
fighting to expand the frontiers of liberty? 


As we begin our third century under the 
protections of the Bill of Rights, I urge my 
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fellow Americans to focus on our Madison- 
ian legacies in need of renewal. 


The first is limited government. In many 
quarters, various groups have tried to re- 
place our founders’ vision with a vision of 
pervasive government. I simply cannot be- 
lieve that the framers envisioned that the 
central Government would spend a quarter 


of the gross national product of this coun- 
try. 


Second is protection of property rights. 
The takings clause in the fifth amendment 
is based on a liberating political insight: A 
person’s property serves as a bulwark of in- 
dividual liberty and that government must 
pay a fair price whenever it takes private 
property for public use. By protecting a 
worker’s earnings and savings, a family’s 
home, or a small businessman’s stake from 
unfair confiscation or ruinous overregula- 
tion, this principle seeks to protect the 
whole of society from gluttonous govern- 
ment. 


Third is equal application of the laws. It 
was alien to Madison’s ideals that legislators 
would exempt themselves from laws they 
impose on everyone else. He made this ex- 
plicit in the famous Federalist Paper 
Number 57. Laws that do not apply equally 
to everyone offend the fundamental sense 
of American justice and fairness, and they 
threaten the public trust upon which free 
government depends. 


And finally, we must renew our protec- 
tion against the destructive forces of what 
Madison called factions. Factions, not the 
States or regions but what we today call 
special interest groups. That is why I urge 
sweeping reform of our campaign finance 
laws. And that’s why I urge profound 
reform of Congress’s cumbersome commit- 
tee system and its vast and powerful staffs. 
Unreformed, these systems support selfish 
lobbying and pressure groups at the ex- 
pense of true popular sovereignty. And 
that’s why I also seek comprehensive 
reform of our tort law system, to rein in the 
excessive litigation that is draining our 
economy and straining our national civility. 


If we fail to heed Madison’s warning 
against faction, we will reap a whirlwind of 
social conflict, litigiousness, and coercive 
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Government action. It’s up to us to choose: 
Do we want to live in freedom and harmo- 
ny, or will we become slaves to factional 
feuds pitting women against men, race 
against race, every sort of fevered single- 
issue activist against the common good? 


The Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
have endured for 200 years, far longer than 
most nations’ charters for government. And 
they’ve enabled us, 10 generations of Amer- 
icans, to govern ourselves and keep our- 
selves free. Their greatness is that they har- 
monize our national law with American 
civic virtues: hard work, commitment to 
family, commitment to community, post- 
ponement of gratification for the sake of 
larger and longer term good. They are not 
simply dry ink markings on a brittle, old 
parchment; they are the spirit that animates 
the American Nation. This spirit will keep 
America alive for new generations only if 
each of us renews the habits of liberty and 
justice. The Republic that Madison gave us 
will live for years to come only if we keep 
our culture committed to the civic virtues 
that he cherished. 


Thank you very much for permitting me 
to join you on this historic occasion. And 
may God bless you in this important work 
of cultural preservation. And may God bless 
our country at this very special time of the 
year. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Robert Bass, 
chairman, and Jack Walter, president of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
and Joan Smith, a member of the board of 
trustees of the National Trust. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Revocation of Resolution 3379 
by the United Nations General 
Assembly 


December 16, 1991 


We welcome today’s vote in the United 
Nations General Assembly to revoke the 


1975 determination that equated Zionism 
with racism. The United States rejected this 
determination from the day it was passed 
because it branded as illegitimate the na- 
tional aspirations of the Jewish people and 
the national existence of Israel. This action 
also worked to undermine the UN’s moral 
standing and its ability to contribute to 
peace in the Middle East. 


The President is gratified that his call for 
repeal in his speech to the UNGA in Sep- 
tember has now received the overwhelm- 
ing support of the international community. 
We commend those governments that co- 
sponsored or supported this resolution, and 
we salute the United Nations. Today’s vote 
has enhanced the UN’s credibility and 
serves the interests of peace that have been 
advanced significantly by the Madrid Con- 
ference and subsequent bilateral negotia- 
tions. 


Prime Minister Shamir called the Presi- 
dent to express his gratitude for the Presi- 
dent’s efforts to revoke the determination. 
The Prime Minister said the Jewish people 
are grateful for the President’s leadership 
and rejoice in the outcome of the UN vote. 


Last Friday and again today, the Presi- 
dent spoke with Dutch Prime Minister and 
EC Council President Ruud Lubbers. On 
Saturday, he spoke with Chancellor Kohl 
and today with Prime Minister Major. 
These conversations centered on GATT and 
the Uruguay round. All the leaders agreed 
on the need to achieve a successful conclu- 
sion to the round and reaffirmed their 
countries’ efforts in this direction. 


In addition, the President spoke with 
President Mitterrand on Sunday concerning 
GATT and the Uruguay round. They also 
discussed the situation in the Soviet Union 
and the Republics and the United States’ 
call for an international conference. The 
President noted that the United States will 
continue working with and consulting with 
all its allies on humanitarian needs for the 
Soviet Union and the Republics. The two 
also discussed the situation in Yugoslavia 
and the need to work urgently for an end 
to the violence. 
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Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Meeting With Foreign Minister David 
Levi of Israel 


December 17, 1991 


Repeal of U.N. Resolution 3379 


The President. It was very significant. It 
was an action that I think will make the 
United Nations much more effective. And it 
is long overdue. And that resolution 
shouldn’t have been passed in the first 
place, but I think we all heralded the repeal 
of it, and I know it was a great day for 
Israel as well as for the United States and 
many, many other countries. So, we’re very 
pleased. 

And I had a lovely call from Prime Minis- 
ter Shamir about it yesterday afternoon. 


Middle East Peace Talks 


Q. What are you doing to prod the peace 
talks, Mr. President? They seem to be on 
dead center. 

The President. We're going to talk about 
that in a minute, so I won’t take any ques- 
tions. We, unfortunately, have a short 
amount of time here. But I’ve been looking 
forward to— 


The Economy 


Q. Could you comment on the polls and 
the economy, sir? 

The President. Oh, you know me, I don’t 
comment on polls. But on the economy, 
we've got to get it straightened out. Every- 
body has to pitch in and get that going. But 
no polling. We’re not going to live or die by 
polls. 

Q. What about the fact that—— 

The President. No, 1 said no more, hey, 
you didn’t hear what I said, Rita [Rita Bea- 
mish, Associated Press]? I’m not going to 
take any more. 

Q. What about the fact that—— 

The President. No, you didn’t hear what I 
told Rita. [Laughter] 

Thank you very much, though. Welcome, 
everybody. It’s a great day, and we’re very 
pleased to see you. 

Q. It sounds like you’re giving the polls a 
new—you’ve taken a new look. 

Q. None of the Arab countries in the 
peace process, however, joined with the 
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United States in fighting the resolution. Do 
you have a reaction to that? 

The President. Some have a little difficul- 
ty hearing. 


Note: The exchange began at 11:04 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the 
content of this exchange. 


Remarks on Welcoming Prime Minister 
Anan Panyarachun of Thailand 


December 17, 1991 


May I simply say to the journalists from 
Thailand, particularly, what a joy it is for 
me to receive this Prime Minister, a friend 
of long-standing. The friendship goes back 
some 15 years. He was a most respected 
figure back then in the United Nations, and 
he’s now a most respected figure on the 
world scene. So this is a joy today for us. 
Thank you all very much for coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Teleconference Remarks on New 
Hampshire 2000 


December 17, 1991 


The President. Hello. 

Governor Gregg. Mr. President. 

The President. Judd, can you hear me? 

Governor Gregg. Absolutely. Very well. 

The President. Well, you sound like 
you're right next door here. 

Governor Gregg. Well, the wonders of 
communication. 

The President. The wonders. But, listen, I 
just wanted to check in with you to con- 
gratulate you on what I understand from 
Lamar’s people is a fantastic team that 
you’ve put together there in terms of New 
Hampshire 2000. This educational, national 
education program, but with your putting 
proper emphasis on it for State and local 
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and all of that. And I just really wanted to 
first hear how it’s going because I under- 
stand you’ve got your commissioners there 
and the local superintendent and the local 
assistant superintendent and a principal, 
plus some other friends, all of which, which 
I think puts the proper emphasis on this 
whole program. 

But from your standpoint, how is it 
going? 

Governor Gregg. Mr. President, first I’d 
like to have all these kids here—we’ve got a 
big crowd of kids here—all the Derry kids 
say hello to you. 

Can you folks say, “Hello, Mr. President”? 


[At this point, the group greeted the Presi- 
dent. | 


The President. Go, Derry. Go, Derry. 
[Laughter] 

Governor Gregg. I don’t think we even 
needed a telephone line for you to hear 
that down—— 

The President. No, I heard it outside as 
well as in. 

Governor Gregg. We're doing very well 
up here. Derry’s got an extremely ener- 
gized program fo. going to a year-round 
school proposal with some extraordinarily 
interesting ideas. And we’re very excited 
about that initiative. We’ve got a lot of 
other initiatives going on in this State in the 
area of trying to increase awareness and 
activity in education. We recognize as a 
region, and especially New Hampshire rec- 
ognizes, that education and well-educated 
kids and adults, quite honestly, are absolute- 
ly critical for our ability to be competitive 
in the world. 

And so, we just want to thank you and 
certainly Secretary Alexander for taking the 
personal interest that you’ve taken in New 
Hampshire by making this call and having 
Secretary Alexander come up here to talk 
to us about your 2000 program. 

The President. 'm delighted he’s there. 
And I don’t have to say this to make his 
ears burn, but he is doing a superb job 
across the whole country. First place, he’s 
assembled a great team here. But I think 
even more important, with the help of the 
Governors, yourself included, I think with 
our education goals and now this America 
2000 program, we’re doing something posi- 
tive. We’re doing something new. It gets all 


across party lines. It’s not Democrat or Re- 
publican, as you know. And I’m just delight- 
ed that you are taking this—not surprised, 
but delighted that you are taking this lead- 
ership role up there on this important work. 

And let me say this: This is a time when 
the country is hurting, and I know your 
State is in terms of the economy. And when 
people are hurting, why, we want to do 
everything we possibly can do. And this 
education program, though it is not of what 
you call short-term benefit, it is a wonderful 
guarantor for the future that every kid in 
New Hampshire is going to have the best 
opportunity to compete in a very difficult 
world. 

In the meantime, we’ve got to do what 
we can here to stimulate the economy, get 
it going. But I look at education as a key to 
the entire future of this country. And that’s 
why I feel as enthusiastic as I do about this 
program. 

I might ask you to do me a favor and lean 
over—is Lamar sitting right there? 

Governor Gregg. No, unfortunately, he’s 
not. 

The President. Well, if you see him—— 

Governor Gregg. Oh, here he is, right 
here. I’m sorry. You snuck in on me. 
[Laughter] Here he is. 

The President. Well, I'd like just to ask 
you to ask him, to give him a little home- 
work there, and tell him that I really want 
to personally keep up with your progress. 
You and I, I’m sure, will continue to be in 
touch, but I just would like to hear from our 
education experts the innovation that New 
Hampshire brings to this, the local expertise 
that you’re going to bring to bear on all of 
these problems and to keep us informed 
here in the White House of your progress. I 
know it will be good. But Lamar, if you’re 
listening, please take that on as a personal 
request from the President. 

Governor Gregg. He says he will dutifully 
do that, and we expect to be able to submit 
a straight-A report card from New Hamp- 
shire, hopefully. And I couldn’t agree with 
you more that your emphasis on education 
as being one of the keys to getting our 
economy to turn around and, in the long 
run, is absolutely essential for us to be com- 
petitive as a State, certainly as a Nation. 
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The President. Well, you mentioned long 
run, but we’re working to bring around 
shortrun decisive action that will identify 
with the people out there that are hurting. 
Your State is suffering, and I know it. I can 
feel it. In a sense, I’m a neighbor there. But 
I believe we just have to stay involved in 
the shortest run possible to help people 
who are hurting. But I also feel that this 
education initiative can be very, very stimu- 
lative, as you point out, and so please keep 
up the good work. 

I understand that our man, Bill Zeliff, a 
great Congressman, is with you. Is that 
true? 

Governor Gregg. Absolutely. He’s sitting 
right with us. 

The President. How’s he behaving? 

Governor Gregg. He says hello to you, 
too, Mr. President. 

The President. And Jack Dowd, give him 
my best. And I understand, Representative 
Pat Skinner is there, and we know each 
other. So I really want to wish you well and 
just say thanks for what you’re doing and 
please keep up your leadership. 

And to those wonderful kids in Derry, 
you do absolutely everything that your 
teachers and principals tell you to do. And 
you're working in a great State there with a 
great Governor, and we're going to help. 
We are going to be a part of the answer in 
terms of educational reform in this country. 

So, God bless you all. And may I say as 
I'm looking at the Christmas tree in the 
Oval Office with the cookies on it and pres- 
ents already under the tree, I hope each 
and every one of you kids in Derry have a 
wonderful, Merry Christmas. 

Governor Gregg. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. I think they want to say good-bye to 
you. 

Can everybody say, “Bye, Mr. President”? 
[At this point, the group said goodbye to 
the President. | 


The President. Over and out. 
Governor Gregg. Thank you very much. 
The President. Good-bye. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Jack 
Dowd of Derry, NH, and Pat Skinner, 
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chairperson of the education committee in 
the New Hampshire House of Representa- 
tives. 


Interview With Bill Beutel of WABC- 
TV in New York City 


December 17, 1991 


The Economy 


Q. Mr. President, I know you don’t ad- 
dress polls, but you are aware of the one 
that came out today saying that your popu- 
larity, your approval rating, is lower than it 
has been since you’ve been President. It 
blames the low approval rating on the re- 
cession which the White House admits now 
is continuing. As you probably know, in 
New York City nothing is more important 
than the economy right now. Has the time 
come, sir, for the administration to jump- 
start, to try at least to jump-start the econo- 
my? 

The President. Absolutely. And we've 
been trying, but the time has come to try 
again. And the economy is in trouble. It’s 
sluggish. It has not responded the way all 
the experts felt it would, all the economists 
last summer. And so the answer is to try 
again, and I would call it try again for our 
growth package plus additions. 

So one of the things we’ve done already is 
to free up some $9.7 billion worth of spend- 
ing that would have come later in the year, 
try to use that to jump-start it. We'll have 
some other new ideas for the State of the 
Union Message. But absolutely, people are 
hurting, and I am trying to help. What I’m 
going to try to do, Bill, is to get up and over 
the heads of the Congress, if you will, and 
take my case to the American people in the 
State of the Union. And I think there’s 
some things we can do before that. But we 
are trying very, very hard. 

Q. Mr. President, you talk about the State 
of the Union. Here in New York City there 
is a feeling of greater urgency. The State of 
the Union does not come for something on 
the order of a month. People have asked 
me what would the President say to a man 
here in New York City who is out of a job, 
who has been out of a job, maybe a middle 
income job, maybe making $50,000 or 
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$60,000 a year, and he’s been out of work 
for many months. Christmastime is coming, 
and he is told by the experts that his job has 
disappeared. This is not a temporary layoff, 
but a permanent layoff, a restructuring of 
the economy. What do you say to a man 
like that? 

The President. | say we've got to do 
better in job training. We’ve got some very 
good programs so you can retrain people 
who get into other lines of work. But the 
big thing is we’ve got to get growth re- 
stored. I have been pushing for certain 
growth incentives: IRA’s, for example, to 
stimulate the homebuying industry; capital 
gains to stimulate new jobs. Some call it a 
break for the rich. It is a jobs bill. And so, 
what I’ve got to do is redouble my efforts to 
try to get these things through the Con- 
gress; that will help stimulate the economy 
and give that man a job in a new business. 

And we’re not going to do it by just kind 
of propping up old businesses. We’ve got to 
go for new businesses. And we’ve got to 
continue to try to expand our markets 
abroad. Fortunately, exports have had a big, 
had a salvation effect on the economy. But 
we need more exports. So, there’s a wide 
array of things we can do to show that indi- 
vidual we care. 


U.S. Manufacturing 


Q. Mr. President, the other night, Sunday 
night, the Democrats, one of whom may be 
your opponent next year, Paul Tsongas, said 
that the only way that we will get the econ- 
omy going is if the engine of the manufac- 
turing sector gets going again. And we do 
not have a manufacturing sector, do we, 
anymore? 

The President. Yes, we do. We’ve got a 
good one. But he’s right in some ways. I 
mean, we want to stimulate the manufac- 
turing sector of the economy. And some of 
the proposals that I’ve just made here, that 
we're for, I think would do that. No, but I 
believe we’ve got to do better in manufac- 
turing. Frankly, we’ve got some good man- 
ufacturing. And one of the reasons for not 
pulling back into some isolationistic sphere 
is our manufacturing goods can compete 
with foreign manufacturers if we get free 
and fair access to their markets. So, we’ve 
got to do better in that regard. 


But look, I’m not arguing with his point. 
We’ve got to do better in manufacturing. 


The Homeless 


Q. Mr. President, that same man who sits 
in New York out of a job, and many other 
people who look at the homeless on our 
streets and the situation here, ask why is it, 
how is it that the administration can be so 
concerned about giving money to the 
Soviet Union, or what was the Soviet Union, 
when so many things are wrong in our soci- 
ety? 

The President. Well, take the homeless, 
for example. This administration is spending 
more money on the homeless than any pre- 
vious administration. We have fully funded 
what’s known as the McKinney Act. This is 
not simply a Federal problem, however, 
Bill. As you know, this is a problem that 
normally is handled by the cities. But the 
Federal Government is trying to help, and 
we've done better. I don’t think we get 
much credit for it. 

Incidentally, on the question of the home- 
less, we’re also working hard to see if we 
don’t have a better way to help those 
people who are mentally sick, estimated to 
be at about a third of the homeless national- 
ly. And, as you know, the law was changed 
several years ago where you couldn't 
compel medical treatment for some of these 
people, and they were turned loose. And I 
think that’s one that’s plagued people in 
New York, and it’s one that needs more 
compassionate handling. So, we’re looking 
carefully to see if we can’t do « little better 
job on getting treatment and compelling 
treatment for those who are homeless be- 
cause of mental illness. 


President’s Dog 


Q. Mr. President, a very young person in 
our newsroom wants to know how Millie is. 
The President. Millie’s doing pretty good. 
She’s got a little lupus disease, but when 
her medicine is right you wouldn’t—she’s in 
a kind of a remission, and she can hunt and 
run and jump around. But she’s doing fine, 
and at this time of year it’s kind of nice. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President, very much. 
Happy Christmas to you and your family. 
The President. Well same to you and 
yours. And thank you for this opportunity. 
Q. Thank you, sir. 
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Note: The interview began at 1:47 p.m. The 
President spoke via satellite from Room 459 
in the Old Executive Office Building. 


Interview With Jim Gardner of WPVI- 
TV in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


December 17, 1991 


Q. Mr. President, this is Jim Gardner 
from Philadelphia. 

The President. Loud and clear. See you, 
Jim. 

Q. How are you, sir? 

The President. On a scale of one to ten? 
About a seven today. 

Q. Well, that’s not so great. 

The President. It’s pretty good. 

Q. Well, it’s not so bad. 

The President. No, it’s not bad. 


The Economy 


Q. Mr. President, I’m sorry—Mr. Presi- 
dent, we were interested to hear your 
spokesman, Marlin Fitzwater, this morning 
proclaim today that the country is, in fact, 
still in a recession. Until now you have said 
again and again that the country was tech- 
nically not in a recession. What changed 
your mind? 

The President. Well, I don’t know about 
technically, but I think what we’re trying to 
put the emphasis on is people are hurting. 
And some people can define it. Some areas 
will say, “Hey, we’re not in recession; we’ve 
got a certain amount of growth.” Others 
will say, “Tell us about it. We’re in a serious 
recession.” 

So, rather than try to define or not define 
terms, what we're saying is: We are trying 
to help. And we’ve got to get this country 
doing better, to bring pressure on all of us, 
the administration and Congress, to do 
what we can to help. And we’ve done cer- 
tain things that I think will. We’ve freed up 
$9.6 or $9.7 billion worth of Government 
spending. We’re signing a jobs-intensive 
transportation bill that will kick it. And 
then, as you know, we’re going to have 
some new initiatives at the State of the 
Union. 

So, I’m less interested in what the techni- 
cal definition is. You might argue technical- 
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ly, are we in recession or not? But when 
there is this kind of sluggishness and con- 
cern, definitions, heck with it; let’s get on 
with the business at hand. 

Q. Mr. President, many thousands of 
Philadelphians have been suffering at the 
hands of the economy for far too long, and 
many of them would feel that they have 
been abandoned by your administration and 
specifically by you. I would assume that you 
don’t see it that way. 

The President. No, 1 don’t. But I can un- 
derstand their frustration. For a person 
that’s out of work the unemployment rate is 
not 6.9 percent or 6.8 percent nationally; it 
is 100 percent. So, I can understand the 
frustration and, you know, you’ve got to 
take the heat in this job. I don’t think 
there’s any quick and easy answers to this 
economy. There are certain things we can 
do and that I’ve tried to do in three sepa- 
rate State of the Union Messages. 

But for somebody that’s hurting out 
there, Jim, I can understand their saying, 
“Hey, the President isn’t doing enough. 
Congress isn’t doing enough.” And I have 
to take the heat on that. I’ve got to take the 
responsibility. But what I’m trying to do is 
to lead this country out of this sluggishness 
to the best of my ability. And, as I say, 
we've got some proposals, and we’re going 
to have more. 


Public Opinion Polls 


Q. The new ABC News/ Washington Post 
poll, out this morning, says that 58 percent 
of the public think that you care more 
about serving the wealthy than you do 
about the middle class. I wonder, does this 
point to a failure of your economic policy or 
an inability of the administration to convey 
how it does feel? 

The President. 1 think it’s the latter and 
possibly the former, because people look at 
it and say, “Hey, why can’t you get Con- 
gress to do what you want it to do? You did 
it in Desert Stc-m.” The difference is I 
didn’t need Congress to move on Desert 
Storm, as you may well remember. So I 
think it’s a combination of things. And I can 
understand when people are hurting that 
they feel that way, and a good thing hap- 
pened on this polling, though. I vowed 
when the polls were sky-high not to live by 











Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Dec. 17 


the polls and saying I didn’t believe them. 
And I’m not going to start now, trying to 
analyze where I stand. What we’re trying to 
do is help people and get on with this 
trying to do what the Federal Government 
can do to help the recovery. It isn’t just 
Federal Government, I might say, but 
we've got a large role in it, and I want to 
see us be more effective. 


Soviet Nuclear Weapons 


Q. The issue about nuclear weapons. Rus- 
sian President Yeltsin is saying that Ukraine 
and Byelorussia have agreed to destroy 
their nuclear weapons. But the Presidents 
of those two Republics are reportedly 
saying that they won’t get rid of their nu- 
clear weapons or the nuclear weapons on 
their soil unless Boris Yeltsin gets rid of his. 
And the President of the Islamic Republic 
of Kazakhstan is now saying that he wants 
to keep his nuclear arms. Secretary of State 
Baker is saying he has no more concern 
than normal. But aren’t Americans right to 
be concerned about nuclear stability in that 
part of the world? 

The President. One of the things that we 
are trying to do in handling this peaceful 
evolution in the Soviet Union, in the Re- 
publics, is to be sure that the nuclear ques- 
tion is handled well. And one of the reasons 
I spend a fair amount of time on this ques- 
tion is because I think I owe it to the Amer- 
ican people to use the best of our ability to 
see that this nuclear question is handled 
correctly. 

I hadn’t heard the latest that you’ve just 
given me on one Republic, but I can tell 
the American people this through you: We 
are getting proper assurances from all about 
the safe disposal of and accounting for and 
control of nuclear weapons. And that is a 
key. That’s one reason why, when I hear 
this criticism, “Hey, you shouldn’t spend 
time on foreign affairs,” by some of these 
turning-inward people—we must do it. We 
owe it to the kids there in the State of 
Pennsylvania and everyplace else. And I am 
not going to forswear my responsibilities for 
leadership in this area. 


AIDS 


Q. Mr. President, here in Philadelphia, 
this morning marked the start of a program 
to make condoms available to juniors and 









seniors in the city’s public schools. How do 
you feel about that? 

The President. ’'m not enthusiastic about 
that. I certainly would like to see more in 
the hands of families; more in the hands of 
education. And I have expressed myself, 
and you know, let the local jurisdictions do 
what they want. I mean, they have rights. 
States have rights. Local communities have 
rights. Local school boards have rights. But 
you ask me, I would much prefer to see this 
matter handled through better education, 
through behavior, getting people to under- 
stand that in the case of AIDS this is a 
disease that can be controlled, for the most 
part, by individual behavior. And I don’t 
think passing out condoms is the way you 
affect individual behavior, very candidly. 

So I’m less enthusiastic about that ap- 
proach than I am about doing a better job 
with family, with education, with getting 
forward with the whole behavioral side of 
the equation. 

Q. Mr. President, I appreciate you shar- 
ing your thoughts with us today. 

The President. Nice to be with you. Have 
a good Christmas. 

Q. You, too, sir. 


Note: The interview began at 1:53 p.m. The 
President spoke via satellite from Room 459 
in the Old Executive Office Building. 


Interview With Linda Yu of WLS-TV 
in Chicago, Illinois 
December 17, 1991 


The Economy 


Q. My name’s Linda Yu. You’ve acknowl- 
edged that as President you’ve got to take 
the heat for this economy, and people are 
blaming you for not doing something about 
it. Besides speeding up the spending of $1.9 
billion in Federal money for programs, 
what specifically are you going to suggest 
can be done for the economy, that the 
President can do without concurrence by 
the Congress? 

The President. Well, $9.7 billion is the 
figure and I think that will help certainly in 
some areas. I’ll be signing a transportation 
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bill tomorrow that’s going to free up a 
bunch of money for construction projects. 
And then we may have one or two other 
things that are of significant size before the 
State of the Union. But a lot of what can be 
done in Washington relies on congressional 
action. And so, what I’m going to be doing 
is taking a package—some new elements, 
some sound old elements that we have not 
gotten Congress to pass, and say to the 
American people, “Look, I need your help 
now. I want to lay aside partisan politics 
and pass this job-creating package to help 
the economy”. So, that’s the game plan, 
Linda. 

Q. A lot of people are going to say: We 
hear about all those old elements all the 
time; they don’t seem to be working. What 
are some of the new elements you're going 
to propose? 

The President. 1 wouldn’t tell you about 
that because we’re still formulating the 
package. But stay tuned for the State of the 
Union and, as I say, possibly before then. 
But they shouldn’t say old elements that 
haven’t worked. They should say old ele- 
ments that have not been enacted. Because 
some of the things we’re proposing, such as 
IRA’s that would help the first-time home- 
buyer, and stimulate the home industry, or 
capital gains that would stimulate and 
create jobs: these things are good ideas that 
we simply haven’t gotten Congress to enact 
yet. But we’re going to keep on trying. 
We've got to help the economy and help 
the people that are hurting. 

Q. I talked to four Chicagoans who 
wanted to pose questions to you, and I’m 
going to tell you about them and tell you 
their questions. 

One is a man from the Chicago suburbs. 
A veteran of Desert Storm, served in Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, laid off when he got 
back from the Persian Gulf. And he says, “It 
was almost better when I was in the Persian 
Gulf. At least I knew where the next check 
was coming from. My wife and son would 
receive some money every month. [| 
wonder what the next year’s going to hold 
for me. Mr. President, is it going to be 
better for me?” 

The President. \ think it is going to be 
better. I certainly hope so. And I can say 
that because I really believe that we’ll come 
out of this sluggish economy, some places 
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clearly are in real decline. And so, to him 
I'd say, “One, we’re grateful for the service. 
Two, the country hasn’t forgotten that serv- 
ice because of the urgency of the economy 
here. And three, yes, I think times will be 
better, and I can guarantee you they'll be 
better if I am effective in getting through 
the Congress the proposals that I will pose 
to them at the State of the Union.” 

We’ve had some. We’ve not been able to 
get them through the Congress. Three 
straight years I’ve proposed growth pack- 
ages. But I’ve got to do better. I have got to 
get the Congress to see that we must help 
these people you’re talking about. 


Education 


Q. Another woman from Chicago who 
gave up a career for her children. She’s a 
volunteer in the Chicago public schools for 
the last 10 years. She says, “President Bush, 
I’m one of your Points of Light. I’m won- 
dering, though, how can we improve math 
and science in our schools when we don’t 
even have the money in Chicago to buy 
toilet paper and soap for schools, for our 
children. Why do you feel money for our 
children is less important than bailing out 
the savings and loan industry?” 

The President. 1 don’t think money for 
the children is less important. Federal 
spending for education is up. But I would 
remind her, tactfully because she does 
sound like she’s an unselfish person who is 
out there trying to help as a volunteer and 
that is an enormous part of the success in 
education, I would remind her that the 
Federal Government spends 6 to 7 percent 
of the total money on education. Education- 
al spending in the last 10 years is up from, 
oh, by a couple of hundred billion dollars 
from $115 billion, or something like this, to 
well over up around $300 billion. 

So, it isn’t always a function of money. 
Our America 2000 education program 
offers the best hope from the Federal level. 
It’s not going to replace the State level or 
the level she’s talking about, or what the 
communities can do for the toilet paper or 
for the classrooms, but it offers the best 
hope from the Federal level of getting our 
kids better educated. I’m excited about it. I 
believe America 2000 can really fulfill the 
Federal Government’s responsibility. 
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Q. We also have a woman, a mother, who 
raises her children in the housing projects 
of Chicago. One’s been accused of gang 
murder. Her children have been shot at. 
And she says, “Mr. Bush, my family’s really 
no different from your family. I have the 
same struggles trying to raise my children 
that you faced raising yours, but my com- 
munity is very unsafe. I go outside there are 
drug dealers on every corner. I look 
around, the drug dealers have a lot of re- 
sources, but I don’t have any. What are you 
going to do about it?” 

The President. What I think she ought to 
do is support our anticrime legislation that’s 
hung up in Congress. It’s awful hard to ask 
a person who’s struggling at that level. But 
if more Americans will get in and say we 
want a tough crime bill, one that supports 
the police officers more and tougher on the 
criminals, I believe that would help her. In 
addition, we’ve got a National Drug Strate- 
gy that is doing better in terms of the inter- 
diction of narcotics. But I really believe the 
short-term answer is more support for the 
law enforcement officials. the local police 
there in Chicago, they do a first-class job, 
and they need more support through Fed- 
eral law, and I think sometimes through 
State and local law enforcement. 

So, that’s the advice I would give. 


Chicago’s Billy Goat Restaurant 


Q. You were here in Chicago last week, 
and everybody wants to know when you 
went to Billy Goat’s, did you really like the 
“cheezboygers, cheezboygers”? [Laughter] 

The President. It’s your pronunciation I 
like. Yes, I did. I did. And I got a bum rap. 
Somebody said I asked for french fries; I 
didn’t. That was the guy that owns the 
place sitting next to me saying, “chips 
only,” before I even got my mouth open. 
But, boy, I loved it. I had two “cheez- 
boygers.” 

Q. Cheezboygers. 

The President. Oh, yes. They were great. 
And the people, the people were nice that I 
sat with. And, you know, let me tell you 
something, Linda, when you do something 
like that, everybody says show business. It 
isn’t. A couple of those guys were sheet 
metal workers that had just gotten to work. 
One was an unemployed writer, a woman 
who told me of what it felt like to not have 


a job. Another had a job at a company 
called Hill and Knolton. Another was a guy 
struggling but doing, I think, reasonably 
well in the computer business. 

So, I talked to them. And although they 
had those mics, that you people love, look- 
ing over my shoulder, at least I learned 
something. And I could tell them, hey, we 
care and we want to help. And I think they 
know it. I think they know that’s what I feel 
in my heart. So, it was a great visit. A great 
visit. 

Q. We hope so, Mr. President. We were 
glad you visited here. And thanks for talk- 
ing to us today. Merry Christmas. 

The President. Thank you, Linda Yu. And 
have a Merry Christmas to you and your 
family and all in the area. 

Q. Thanks. 


Note: The interview began at 2 p.m. The 
President spoke via satellite from Room 459 
of the Old Executive Office Building. 


Interview With Richard Brown of 
KGO-TYV in San Francisco, California 
December 17, 1991 


The President. Richard, can you hear me? 

Q. Yes I can, Mr. President. Richard 
Brown in San Francisco. 

The President. 1 see you and hear you, 
loud and clear, sir. Go ahead. 

Q. I don’t know whether being fourth or 
fifth would be better in this round of inter- 
views, but 

The President. In baseball it’s considered 
the best. Clean-up, clean-up hitter. 


AIDS 


Q. Let’s begin by talking about AIDS. Mr. 
President, drug users now represent the 
number one risk group for AIDS. Now, if 
we want to save lives, why not support the 
distribution of clean needles to drug addicts 
to prevent the spread of AIDSP 

The President. Because I think, in a 
sense, that would encourage the drug habit. 
And so, I don’t approve of that. I don’t 
think that’s the answer. I think education is 
the answer. I think the research that we are 
doing here at NIH and all across the coun- 
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try will prove to have the eventual real 
answer. Just as they discovered an antidote 
through the Salk vaccine to polio, I am con- 
fident that we'll get one on AIDS. It’s a 
little ways down the road. I worry that that 
would encourage drug use when we are 
trying to educate people off of drug use and 
treat those who have the addiction so that 
they won’t use drugs. That’s the reason I 
feel that it’s not a good idea. 

Q. What about condoms to teenagers 
now? 

The President. Look, it’s dealer’s choice. 
Let them try it out there. You asked me my 
opinion, and I can add to it: Would I want 
this as a national program, something at the 
Federal level? No. Excuse me. 

Q. What about condoms to teenagers, Mr. 
President? 

The President. Well, again, dealer's 
choice, but not for me, and not for the Fed- 
eral Government. What I want to see is 
education. I don’t think that just passing out 
condoms, giving up on lifestyle, giving up 
on family and fundamental values is cor- 
rect. 

Indeed, I must tell you, I’m worried 
about it. I’m worried about so much filth 
and indecent material coming in through 
the airways and through these trials into 
people’s homes. I think the American 
people have a right to be protected against 
some of these excesses. While people have a 
right to a fair trial, I think the American 
people have an overriding right to let those 
matters be decided behind closed doors. 

In terms of just national passing out con- 
doms to people, I am not in favor of that. 
But I am in favor of teaching values that 
normally were taught in history by the 
family, by others pitching in, in schools and 
other places, to instruct and to encourage 
people to lifestyles that can prevent AIDS 
or can prevent pregnancy. That’s what we 
need. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think that Magic 
Johnson’s admission that he’s HIV-positive is 
going to encourage you and the administra- 
tion to kick in more money for AIDS re- 
search? 

The President. 1 don’t think it’s a question 
particularly of more money. Federal fund- 
ing for research is up under our administra- 
tion, and I’m very proud of that. But we 
have a very good research team, headed by 
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Dr. Tony Fauci and others out at NIH, and 
though they could use more money, and I'll 
take a look at that in the Budget, they are 
not saying to me our research is starved out 
because of lack of funds. 

So, it’s a question of doing as much as the 
Federal Government can, and taking pride 
in the fact that we’ve done more than 
anyone in the past, but we’ve got to find 
the answer to this question. And again, I’m 
somewhat optimistic about that, having had 
a thorough briefing the other day. 

I'll tell you what Magic’s willingness to 
engage himself in this national commission 
will do: It will teach people that wayward 
lifestyles or just kind of unsafe sex at 
random is not the way it ought to work. 
And I think he’ll be witnessing to that, and 
I think that can have a great influence on 
young people in this country. I think it al- 
ready has, as a matter of fact. 


The Economy 


Q. Let’s talk about the economy for a 
couple of minutes, Mr. President. Big cor- 
porations are now saying that they’re re- 
structuring, that these layoffs that they’re 
going through are permanent. If that is the 
case, and The New York Times suggests 
that it is, what is the Federal Government 
going to do to adjust to this and to get 
people working again? 

The President. New jobs. New jobs and 
new industries. And, you know, I keep 
coming back to it, and I think some of the 
people in your area understand it better 
than others do across this country: One 
thing that would help—not entirely solve 
the problem—is a capital gains tax reduc- 
tion. Japan taxes it at 1 percent, Germany 
at zero. And we are asking our people that 
start up businesses to create new jobs, to go 
into the ball game with their hands tied 
behind their back. 

So, let the Democrats and the liberals tell 
me that this is a tax cut for the rich. I think 
it would do just exactly what needs to be 
done for those people whose businesses are 
shifting and whose businesses are changing 
and who lose a job because of changes in 
industry. 

That’s one area. We’ve got some propos- 
als for IRA’s to stimulate the economy that 
we've had to the Congress, and I'll try again 
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on those. We’ve got a new highway bill 
tomorrow that won’t solve the problem that 
you're talking about, the white-collar 
worker thrown out of work, but will help 
stimulate this economy by substantial 
amounts of Federal spending for construc- 
tion projects. 

So, there’s a lot of things working. I’ve 
accelerated $9.7 billion in Federal spending 
that would have been spent way back in 
the end of the year, and that will have an 
effect. But the answer is for those people 
that you talk about, is job retraining and 
new opportunities, which means economic 
growth. 


Education 


Q. Mr. President, one final question. How 
about a Marshall plan for education, to get 
education moving? 

The President. Please define what you 
mean by that. 

Q. What we basically are trying to do in 
education is to try to move it along, to try 
and get it going again. And people are 
saying, “Well, we need some help from the 
Federal Government.” And the Federal 
Government seems to be encouraging it, 
but yet doesn’t seem to be indicating 
there’s any money available for it. 

The President. Well, in the first place, 
Federal spending for education is way up. 
In the second place, Federal spending for 
education represents about 6 or 7 percent 
of the total money. Historically, and proper- 
ly in my view, education spending is closest 
to the people. It’s at the local school board 
level, the community level, and indeed, the 
State level. The Federal percentage is 
something like 6 or 7 percent, and it has 
gone up. 

Overall spending for education has gone 
from something like $115 billion 10 years 
ago to about $300 billion or over. I believe 
it’s over that now. 

So, to those who say the answer is spend- 
ing, they ought to take a look at our Amer- 
ica 2000 education program which simply 
says this: Working cooperatively with 
Democrats, Republicans, Governors, we’ve 
defined six national education goals. And 
now what we're doing is saying the way to 
get those goals implemented is through a 
program called America 2000 that literally 
reorganizes and revolutionizes American 


education. And it is a good program. It is 
getting tremendous support in all of these 
States, including the State of California. 

So, I think the Federal Government is out 
front and leading. I don’t think we ought to 
preempt the San Francisco schools. I don’t 
think we ought to come in and say, “Okay, 
here’s your curriculum, here’s your manda- 
tory test, here’s exactly how you ought to 
run your business.” 

I think we’ve got the role defined proper- 
ly, and I think it’s adequately funded, 
though I wish we had more for it, and I 
know it’s going to be a success. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Christmas to you, Mr. President. 

The President. Same to you and your 
family, and thanks a lot, and to all the 
people that listen to your program. Thank 
you very, very much. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


Merry 


Note: The interview began at 2:06 p.m. The 
President spoke via satellite from Room 459 
of the Old Executive Office Building. 


Interview With Harold Green of 
KABC-TV in Los Angeles, California 
December 17, 1991 


Economic Growth 


Q. Mr. President, I was at the Punch 
Bowl Cemetery a week ago, covering your 
speech there. And I was struck, sir, as you 
talked to the veterans about how America 
got behind the Gulf war effort as we did 
the Wor!d War II effort. Is it possible in this 
day and age, sir, to get behind this econom- 
ic problem we’re having in this country? Is 
there any way you can fire up the troops in 
this country, so to speak, so that that same 
sort of enthusiasm moves into that area? 

The President. 1 hope so, and I am cer- 
tainly going to keep on trying. We’re going 
to have a renewed focal point of an effort at 
the State of the Union Message. 

Without sounding defensive, Harold, 3 
straight years we’ve sent growth programs 
to the Congress in the State of the Union 
Message. And very candidly, I’ve not been 
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able to get a partisan Congress to move on 
these initiatives. They have other ideas. 

But I think it is time to set aside, as your 
question implies, these partisan differences 
and say, “Look, people are hurting out 
there in this economy. Let’s get this coun- 
try moving again.” 

The war and domestic are different. I 
didn’t have to get permission from the 
Democrats to move troops, to say, “We're 
going into battle tonight. We’re going to 
give the command to General so-and-so.” I 
didn’t have to do that; I have that authority 
as President. To enact programs, I do have 
to do that. But your answer is, I’ve got to 
succeed in this. I have got to get this coun- 
try moving again as best we can from the 
Federal level. And we have good programs, 
and I think I can do it. 

Q. President Bush, you have called, of 
course, for a cut in the capital gains tax. 
Can you be more specific? What other ideas 
do you have to jump-start the economy? 

The President. Well, when you use the 
word “jump-start,” let me say that the sign- 
ing of the transportation bill tomorrow, 
which will be one of the successes for jump- 
starting, will be effective. In addition, we’ve 
accelerated $9.7 billion worth of Federal 
spending. Now, we’ve got a several-trillion- 
dollar economy, but $9.7 billion that would 
have been spent later is going to be spent 
sooner because of this trying to jump-start 
the economy. 

There may be a couple of other things of 
substance that I’ll be able to do before the 
State of the Union. But the big one is to say 
to the country, “Look, let’s set politics aside. 
Let’s get together and now go forward on a 
growth package.” And some of it will have 
a short-term benefit. For example, IRA’s, 
you know, these IRA’s, these savings ac- 
counts to stimulate first-time homebuyers, I 
think once we pass something like that, that 
will have a psychological effect on the 
home-buying business. 

So, there are other things we can do. 
We’re trying hard to eliminate the excess of 
regulation. That doesn’t require legislation, 
and we’re making some progress there. Fi- 
nancial reform would help enormously. But 
we didn’t get it through Congress. I’m 
going to try again. 

So, these are some of the ideas that I 
think can have enormous benefit to those 
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people that are really hurting because they 
don’t have a job. 

Q. Mr. President, there was a statistic that 
was released last month by the Government 
that said that the number of people who 
have given up looking for jobs has risen. 
People who have given up looking for a job, 
sir, I don’t know many people here in 
southern California who fit that description. 
What do you say to these people? They 
haven’t given up looking for a job, they’ve 
just perhaps given up hope that there are 
no jobs available. 

The President. I'd say let’s get the econo- 
my stimulated. You know, Californians 
seem to understand the capital gains argu- 
ment better than most. Japan pays 1 per- 
cent, when you sell out of a business, of 
capital gains. Germany pays no capital 
gains. And we are up in the astrosphere, 
whatever, stratosphere with capital gains. 

So, the Democrats, mainly the liberal 
ones, accuse this of being a tax cut for the 
rich. Those businesses in California that 
started with incentive when—know that 
capital gains differential is important. And 
so, there is one area that I think would have 
a stimulation on new jobs. 

The guys get thrown out of work because 
we're cutting back on defense spending. 
Now, he’s entitled to job retraining, and 
we’ve got good programs for that. But he 
also is entitled to the hope, not the hope- 
lessness of the guy that gives up; he’s enti- 
tled to the hope that new jobs will be cre- 
ated. And we ought to move all these bar- 
riers to creating jobs out of the way, and 
that’s what I’m trying to do. 


Foreign vs. Domestic Policy 


So, I would tell them, “Don’t give up. 
Don’t despair.” 

Q. Mr. President, you’ve heard the criti- 
cism: You’re more interested in internation- 
al problems than domestic problems, more 
interested in what’s happening in the Soviet 
Union than you are here in southern Cali- 
fornia. How do you respond to that, sir? 

The President. | say it’s not true. And I 
touched on that one out at Pearl Harbor. In 
the first place, it is the growth in exports 
that have saved a struggling economy. And 
if you pull back into some isolationistic 
sphere and neglect foreign markets, why, 
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you're crazy. So, I’ve spent a lot of time on 
trying to get a trade agreement through in 
the GATT round with Europe, and a lot of 
time recently on that. 

I also believe that—I don’t know if you 
have kids, but I know about my grandkids, 
and I think they’ve got a chance now to 
grow up in a lot safer world. I think there is 
less chance of nuclear confrontation than 
there was before we started trying to 
handle things with the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe and the Middle East the 
way we're handling them. 

I guess my bottom line on this thing, 
Harold, is you can’t separate foreign policy 
from domestic. We have a stake in whether 
these nuclear weapons are handled safely in 
the Soviet Union. So, I’m not going to ne- 
glect that responsibility, but I believe I can 
do both and should do both: be fully en- 
gaged in trying to help this economy and, 
secondly, not neglect my responsibilities for 
world peace. This goes with the territory. 
This is my pay grade. 


America 2000 


Q. I do have children, sir. I’m concerned 
about their education, as you are concerned 
about education. Another criticism, sir, that 
you'll bail out the S&L’s, but you won’t take 
money and bail out our educational systems. 

The President. Well, let me address 
myself to that one. We have the best Feder- 
al approach to education that the country 
has ever seen. It’s called America 2000. We 
started with Democratic and Republican 
Governors at Charlottesville. It was a 
couple of years ago. We adopted for the 
first time six national goals. And now what 
we've done is enlist the help in States, not 
just at the Governor level but in the State 
commissioners of education, in the teacher 
level, in the district superintendent level, in 
the principal level, to literally revolutionize 
our schools. 

On the defensive side of the equation, 
Federal spending for education is up. But 
the Federal part of education is 6 or 7 per- 
cent of the total education bill. Why? Be- 
cause it is correct that the local communi- 
ties and the States do what has historically 
been done. American parents want their 
kids’ education control closest to them. But 
we're doing a good job on education. And I 
can understand the frustration of some: 


“Please give us more money. Please give us 
money.” That is not the way we’re going to 
revolutionize these schools and give our 
kids a better chance in math or science or 
history, or whatever it is. 


President’s Approval Rating 


Q. Mr. President, I would like to say 
Merry Christmas to you and your family, 
and I hope you won't let the polls that were 
released today, those figures, spoil your holi- 
day season, sir. You deserve-—— 

The President. They don’t help any, but I 
don’t live and die by polls. 

You know one thing, Harold? When they 
were sky-high, thank God I said, hey, don’t 
worry about these polls. And I’ve learned to 
take it. And it’s not a good time for our 
country. And of course the President should 
share his part of the responsibility. And all I 
can say is we are going to whip this slug- 
gishness in this economy and make things 
better. I don’t care what it means I have to 
do, but we’re going to do it. So I go into 
Christmas feeling pretty good. But thank 
you for your thoughts. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


Note: The interview began at 2:12 p.m. The 
President spoke via satellite from Room 459 
of the Old Executive Office Building. 


Statement on Signing the Act 
Amending Public Health Service and 
Controlled Substances Acts 


December 17, 1991 


Today I have signed into law S. 1891, an 
Act that amends the Public Health Service 
and Controlled Substances Acts. 

The Act has two provisions. Section 1 
would broaden the authority of the Secre- 
tary of Health and Human Services to 
waive the recovery of Federal funds used in 
the remodeling, construction, and expan- 
sion of community mental health centers. 
Section 2 of S. 1891 would permit the At- 
torney General to transfer to States real 
property that has been forfeited under the 
Controlled Substances Act. States would 
have to use the property for recreational or 
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historic purposes or for the preservation of 
natural conditions. 

It is my intent that transfers of property 
under section 2 will be limited to situations 
in which the transfer will not breach the 
obligations of the United States to any State 
or local law enforcement agencies entitled 
by law to a share of the proceeds from the 
sale of such property. Moreover, I intend 
that State and local agencies receiving 
transfers pursuant to section 2 will assume 
responsibility for the payment of claims by 
innocent lienholders and for out-of-pocket 
expenses incurred by the United States in 
the seizure, management, or forfeiture of 
the property. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 17, 1991. 


Note: S. 1891, approved December 17, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-239. 


Executive Order 12783—Extending the 
President’s Council on Rural America 
December 17, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, and in order 
to extend the President’s Council on Rural 
America, it is hereby ordered that Execu- 
tive Order No. 12720 is amended by delet- 
ing the text of section 3(e) and inserting in 
lieu thereof “The Council shall terminate 
on January 16, 1993.” 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 17, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:06 a.m., December 18, 1991) 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on December 19. 
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Proclamation 6395—Basketball 
Centennial Day, 1991 


December 17, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


When Dr. James Naismith invented bas- 
ketball a century ago, he could not have 
envisioned what would become of the 
simple game he had devised to entertain his 
students between the fall football and 
spring baseball seasons. Today the uniquely 
American game of basketball is one of the 
fastest paced and most widely popular team 
sports in the world. 

Dr. Naismith’s brainchild has changed 
dramatically since a janitor helped him 
hang peach baskets at each end of the gym- 
nasium at the International Young Men’s 
Christian Association Training School in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. Once played pri- 
marily at YMCA facilities, basketball now 
boasts players and fans around the globe. 
Breakaway rims and gravity-defying jump 
shots have replaced the one-handed set shot 
into wooden receptacles; three-point goals 
now reward players who can shoot accu- 
rately from long range; and more and more 
women are taking up the game at all levels 
of competition. 

Each of these changes has made basket- 
ball more exciting to watch, expanding its 
appeal to people of all ages and all walks of 
life. Indeed, few sporting events generate 
more spirited rivalries than a high school 
state basketball championship, the NCAA 
64-team tournament, or the NBA Finals. 
Since 1904, when it was introduced as a 
demonstration sport, basketball has also 
been a thrilling part of the Olympics. The 
United States is proud of the many Olympic 
titles that have been brought home by our 
American teams, including the 1984 
Women’s Gold Medal. 

In every city and town across the United 
States, playgrounds and gymnasiums are 
filled with youngsters who dream of success 
on the hardwood. However, whether one 
aspires to play professional ball or simply 
hopes to win a friendly pickup game, 
anyone who spends time on the court 
knows the importance of mastering the fun- 
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damentals: dribbling, passing, shooting, and 
rebounding. Once these skills are devel- 
oped, an athlete must then learn to coordi- 
nate his or her game with the other four 
players on a squad. This combination of in- 
dividual achievement and teamwork is what 
makes the game of basketball both fascinat- 
ing and rewarding. The great college coach, 
John Wooden, may have said it best when 
he explained: 


In basketball, we meet adversity head 
on. It’s so much like life itself: the ups 
and downs, the obstacles—they make 
you strong. A coach is a teacher, and 
like any good teacher, I’m trying to 
build men. 


Like all sports, basketball not only pro- 
motes physical health and fitness but also 
fosters virtues that serve players well on 
and off the court. On this occasion, we 
proudly celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
this uniquely American game. 


The Congress, by Public Law 102-210, 
has designated December 21, 1991, as “Bas- 
ketball Centennial Day” and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this day. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 21, 1991, as 
Basketball Centennial Day. I invite all 
Americans to observe this day with appro- 
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety-one, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:05 a.m., December 18, 1991) 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 19. 


Memorandum on Migration and 
Refugee Assistance for Yugoslav 
Refugees 


December 17, 1991 


Presidential Determination 
No. 92-9 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Migration and Refugee Assistance 
for Yugoslav Refugees 


Pursuant to section 2(c\1) of the Migra- 
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(cX1), I determine 
that it is important to the national interest 
that up to $7,000,000 be made available 
from the U.S. Emergency Refugee and Mi- 
gration Assistance Fund (the Fund) to meet 
unexpected urgent needs of refugees and 
other displaced persons resulting from the 
civil conflict in Yugoslavia. These funds may 
be used to provide U.S. contributions to the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Ref- 
ugees, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, other international organiza- 
tions, governments and governmental orga- 
nizations, and private voluntary organiza- 
tions, as required. 

You are authorized and directed to 
inform the appropriate committees of the 
Congress of this determination and the obli- 
gation of funds under this authority and to 
publish this memorandum in the Federal 
Register. 


George Bush 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Foreign Minister David Levi of Israel 
December 17, 1991 


The President met today for approxi- 
mately 20 minutes in the Oval Office with 
Israeli Foreign Minister David Levi. Their 
discussion centered mainly on the United 
Nations General Assembly’s revocation of 
the “Zionism is racism” determination and 
on the Middle East peace process. The 
President expressed his satisfaction with the 
repeal, calling it a responsible action on the 
part of the U.N. The President emphasized 
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the importance of not allowing procedural 
concerns to dominate the peace talks and of 
seizing this historic opportunity for peace. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With Prime 
Minister Anan Panyarachun of 
Thailand 


December 17, 1991 


The President met with Thai Prime Min- 
ister Anan Panyarachun in the Oval Office 
and then hosted a working lunch. They dis- 
cussed bilateral trade issues, developments 
in the fight against narcotics trafficking, and 
key regional issues including implementa- 
tion of the Cambodia settlement agreement 
and Burma. The President stated his expec- 
tation that U.S. concerns on patents would 
be addressed. Discussions also centered on 
democracy and human rights and steps 
toward elections next March in Thailand. 
The President reiterated the U.S. commit- 
ment to regional security. The President 
described his forthcoming visit to Asia and 
heard the Prime Minister’s views on devel- 
opments in the region. 


Remarks on Signing the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1991 

December 18, 1991 


Thank you all very, very much. Arnold, 
thank you. You did just great. Thank you 
all. Please be seated, and thank you so 
much. Angela Dominguez, over here, thank 
you so much for being with us. And Dr. 
Friend, thank you, sir, for your remarks, 
especially the kind reference to my dad. I 
know how deeply he believed in one of 
Eisenhower's greatest legacies, that Inter- 
state Highway System. 

To Acting Secretary of Transportation 
Busey and, of course, I would like to single 
out my new Chief of Staff Sam Skinner, 
who deserves great credit for what we’re 
about to sign here today. He’s with us. 

Let me single out the Members of Con- 
gress, the ones sitting on the dais here. This 
bill required some very heavy lifting. And 
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I’m particularly grateful to all those Mem- 
bers that are here today, but let me just 
particularly welcome Senator Moynihan; 
Senator Reid; Senator Lloyd Bentsen, our 
own Senator from Texas; Congressman Bud 
Shuster; Chairman Roe, from the House 
side who did such a superb job on this; 
Norm Mineta, another Member of Con- 
gress; and then my old friend and col- 
league, Congressman John Paul Hammer- 
schmidt from Arkansas. 

But there are many more Members here 
today. And the point I want to make is this 
wasn’t a Republican effort, a Democrat 
effort, a liberal or conservative. It was bi- 
partisan, and it was all-American. And I 
think it’s going to be a great thing for this 
country. 

I also want to salute Steve Bartlett, a 
former Member of Congress who has long 
been interested in this, the new Mayor of 
Dallas. We have other leaders here from 
Fort Worth as well. I’m told that Charlotte 
Mays, the newly elected city councilwoman 
from Dallas, came over with us. But in any 
event, we have a great turnout of local and 
State officials which I think bodes well or 
speaks well of the kind of legislation we 
have. 

We also have with us the Federal High- 
way Administrator Tom Larson; Urban Mass 
Transit Administrator Brian Clymer; the 
Federal Railroad Administrator Gil Carmi- 
chael. Arnold Oliver is the executive direc- 
tor of the Texas DOT. James Morris, chair- 
man of Mothers Against Drunk Driving is 
here, and that’s important. Other represent- 
atives of MADD are with us here today. 

Honored guests and fellow Texans and 
fellow Americans, welcome to all of you, 
particularly those working in this construc- 
tion project. 

That great observer of democarcy, de Toc- 
queville, once called America “a land of 
wonders in which everything is in constant 
motion and every change seems an im- 
provement.” Well, today we celebrate an 
improvement that can keep America in 
motion: The most important transportation 
bill, as Dr. Friend said, since President Ei- 
senhower started the Interstate System 35 
years ago. 

This bill will launch the postinterstate era 
of America’s surface transportation system. 
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It will enable us to build and repair roads, 
fix bridges, and improve mass transit; keeps 
Americans on the move, and help the econ- 
omy in the process. But really, it is summed 
up by three words: jobs, jobs, jobs. And 
that’s the priority. 

Yes, these are tough times, and yes, there 
are layoffs. And many families are having a 
rough go of it. And the American people 
want action. And action is what they'll get. 
And I want every American to know that 
getting the economy back on track is my 
number one priority, and I expect I speak 
for the Members of Congress here from 
both sides of the aisle. It is their number 
one priority as well. 

Today we’re taking action: $11 billion 
pumped into the economy, supporting 
600,000 jobs. Tomorrow I'll meet with the 
trade mission that I’m leading to Japan to 
help open the giant markets there to more 
American exports. And that means the 
same three words: jobs and jobs and jobs. 

We Americans are inspired by the idea 
that tomorrow can be better than today. 
And shortly I will sign a bill that puts that 
idea into action. It’s full name is the Inter- 
modal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act. And that’s shorthand for progress. 
Progress for our infrastructure, for the 
economy, and I’m proud to stand here and 
say this bill is progress for working Ameri- 
cans all across this great country. 

This act will pump $11 billion into the 
economy immediately, supporting more 
than 600,000 jobs in fiscal 1992; in Texas 
alone, more than 41,000 jobs. Many of those 
workers will develop sites like these, dem- 
onstrating the combination of transporta- 
tion planning, high-tech, and teamwork that 
America needs to prevail in the world mar- 
ketplace. 

Today’s event confirms that America will 
prevail. As a result of this bill, on this site 
alone, it means 150 jobs and $31 million in 
spending. And the benefits won’t stop at 
this site. Not far from here, over in Plano, 
Texas, a company called Luminator Mark 
Four makes products for mass transit sys- 
tems. I understand that Luminator hopes to 
use funds provided by this act to expand its 
work force by 35 percent. That would be 
another 150 jobs, jobs right here’ in our 
State of Texas. 


Across America, the transportation act 
will help companies put people back to 
work. And it’s in addition to the Govern- 
ment programs I’ve ordered speeded up, 
putting a $9.7 billion extra into the econo- 
my during the first two quarters of the 
fiscal year. 

And this bill also means investment in 
America’s economic future, for an efficient 
transportation system is absolutely essential 
for a productive and efficient economy. 
Give Americans the tools to compete, and 
I’m confident that we can outthink, outper- 
form, outproduce anybody, anywhere. 

Our bill gives the private sector new in- 
centives to support our road system. For 
instance, this land has been donated by 
local business, and I’m especially proud that 
Congress accepted our proposal to help pri- 
vate firms build and operate new private 
toll roads. Private toll roads can pay their 
way, creating higher State and local reve- 
nues, better services, more investment, and 
once again, more jobs. 

Here’s another part of the bill I like: It 
authorizes a new incentive program to im- 
prove occupant safety and to prevent drunk 
driving. Especially in the holiday season, it 
just breaks my heart to see needless tragedy 
on our Nation’s roads. It’s time we got the 
drunk drivers off the roads once and for all. 
And I know the people of MADD, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving, agree with that. 
And on behalf of a grateful Nation, this is a 
good time to thank them for what they’re 
doing for everybody all across this country. 

As much as anything, by improving our 
transportation system, today’s signing will 
help America compete in the global mar- 
ketplace. When we move America, Amer- 
ica moves the world. 

And it doesn’t require genius to know 
that in an international marketplace, a 
nation moves no more rapidly than its infra- 
structure permits. And yet, too often, goods 
are held up or workers are late to their jobs 
because our surface transportation system 
simply isn’t up to the job. I’m glad to say 
this bill is going to start changing that. 

Each year, 8 billion hours, it’s estimated, 
are wasted in traffic delays. This act, in 
combination with State and local efforts, 
will help curb congestion through projects 
that link highways like SH 360 and mass 
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transit like the light rail and high-speed sys- 
tems between Dallas, Fort Worth, and the 
DFW Airport. We have to help the em- 
ployee who’s stuck in traffic so that he or 
she can get to work and help the econo- 
my. And the place to start that one is 
right here. The time to begin, right now. 

All of us know the state of some of our 
highways. And I’m reminded of them when 
I read the Isaiah verse of the admonition 
that “The crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough places plain.” I’m not sure 
Isaiah had that in mind, thinking about the 
shape of our Interstate System. But never- 
theless, this transportation act will smooth 
out and streamline our Nation’s highways. 
And it will enhance our transportation effi- 
ciency by investing in our 155,000-mile Na- 
tional Highway System. 

I’m pleased that the increased funding 
will improve road conditions, ease traffic 
congestion, and reduce delays for the truck- 
ing industry, thus letting them move those 
consumer goods more quickly and at lower 
cost, and reducing our dependence on for- 
eign oil. The new National System will rep- 
resent only 4 percent of all public roads but 
will carry 75 percent of intercity truck traf- 
fic and 40 percent of all travel. This system 
will increase access to American products 
and services and then, ultimately, prosperi- 
ty. And that’s good for Dallas, good for 
Texas, good for Fort Worth, good for Tar- 
rant County, good for Dallas, good for 
America, and I’m proud, very proud, that 
the bill will make that happen. 

Transportation is an $800-billion-a-year 
business. And as the world trade grows 
larger, and as our planet, because of com- 
munications, becomes smaller, an efficient 
transportation system will become even 
more important than it is today. 

So, I want to congratulate Secretary Skin- 
ner. I want to single out and congratulate 
all of the congressional leaders who got the 
job done on this legislation. And to the rest 
of you here, our many partners in this proc- 
ess, my appreciation for the tireless effort, 
the long hours and determination that all of 
you invested in supporting this forward- 
looking legislation. 

I also want to thank the State highway 
and transportation administrators, indeed, 
every American. You knew that transporta- 
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tion can help keep America “a land of won- 
ders,” and you made your voices heard. 

The future of American transportation 
begins today. And so when we look back 
years from now to this landmark day for 
America’s transportation, we'll be able to 
say, “Mission defined. Mission accom- 
plished.” 

So to all of you, may God bless you at this 
very special time of year. And now let me 
sign this bill so we can get some projects 
under way and get people back to work. 

And thank you for being with us, all of 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. at a 
construction site on State Highway 360 in 
Euless, TX. In his remarks, he referred to 
Arnold W. Oliver, executive director of the 
Texas Department of Transportation; 
Angela Dominguez of the Austin Bridge 
Construction Company; and Dr. Theodore 
W. Friend III, president of the Eisenhower 
Exchange Fellowships, Inc. H.R. 2950, ap- 
proved December 18, was assigned Public 
Law No. 102-240. 


Remarks to American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation 
Officials in Dallas, Texas 


December 18, 1991 


Ray, thank you very much for that intro- 
duction. It’s nice to see the former 
AASHTO Presidents Hal Rives and Kermit 
Justice; AASHTO Vice President Wayne 
Muri; Frank Francois, the director. And I 
really must acknowledge somebody that’s 
very special to this occasion, and to thank 
the new Chief of Staff in the White House, 
but the Secretary of Transportation just 
gone out of office, Sam Skinner, who is with 
me here someplace. Over here: Sam. I 
know that everyone realizes what he’s had 
to do with all of this. Acting Secretary of 
Transportation Busey is with us, the admi- 
ral. And, out in the audience, of course, I 
want to single out our good friends from 
the Mothers Against Drunk Driving. 

It is great to see so many familiar faces 
here, including many, as Ray mentioned, 
who were with us in Washington this 
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summer. I can’t help but remember Yogi 
Berra’s great words, you’ve all heard it, 
“Déja vu all over again.” Here we are. 

I also want to single out the Members of 
the Congress that are with us today be- 
cause, as I said out at the site, this isn’t a 
Republican bill or a Democrat bill, or a lib- 
eral or conservative; it is an American 
achievement. And the Members of Con- 
gress that are with us today deserve special 
credit from the American people for their 
leadership, for their stick-to-it-iveness in 
getting this legislation passed. So I salute 
them, the ones I see over here, and I’m 
sure there may be others scattered through 
the audience. 

Yogi Berra, he always had a way with 
words, as I told you. But since you and I 
met in the Rose Garden last June a lot of 
things really have happened, the most im- 
portant for you, the first stirrings of a real 
revolution in transportation. 

Earlier today, as I mentioned, not far 
from here, I signed the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act. We’ve got to 
get a better name for this thing—{laugh- 
ter|—but that’s a law that will bring our 
transportation policy into the 2lst century 
and will let us build, literally, a road to the 
future. 

This law culminates more than 2 years of 
hard work by our administration, and it il- 
lustrates my strategy for getting things 
done: First, define a mission and accomplish 
it. Early on, we defined our mission: To lay 
the foundation for the most significant revo- 
lution in American transportation history. 
We understood from day one that America 
can’t move ahead in the international mar- 
ketplace any more rapidly than its infra- 
structure will allow. Ideas fly around the 
globe at the speed of light because the in- 
frastructure can handle the traffic. We need 
that kind of competitiveness in surface 
transportation. After all, mobility is the life- 
blood of the modern economy. 

Second point: Don’t define your missions 
in isolation. We pursued this law because it 
moves us closer to our three top domestic 
priorities: jobs, jobs, and jobs. 

Our national transportation policy begins 
with a big dose of common sense. It ac- 
knowledges that you don’t get anywhere in 
a traffic jam. A worker can’t do much for 
the economy, the family, or for the commu- 


nity by sitting on a highway listening to the 
radio. A vital piece of equipment trapped 
on a truck, trapped in traffic, won’t do 
much for the factory that needs it. And a 
loved one rushing for an airport can’t rejoin 
the family if the backups on the expressway 
or the mass transit system put everything in 
gridlock. 

You have to move to improve. And let’s 
face it, we’re not moving as fast as we 
should. 

Last week, we had a distinguished visitor 
at the White House, Jay Leno. [Laughter] 
And he did a little comedy performance 
there with Marlin Fitzwater in the press 
room, and then he was over at the National 
Press Club. And I know that the press does 
a good enough job with political comedy on 
its own, but nevertheless. At any rate, he 
was making fun of a proposal to put micro- 
wave ovens in cars. That’s right, microwave 
ovens so drivers can feed themselves while 
they wait. [Laughter] 1 think we better 
dedicate ourselves, as everybody here has, 
to a microwave-free future for our high- 
ways. [Laughter] 

The reason’s simple. Every aour wasted 
on overburdened transportation systems 
costs us a piece of our future. Congestion, 
congestion caused more than 8 billion hours 
of delay on our roads. And that’s the 
amount of time 4 million workers spend on 
the job each year. 

In other words, Americans nationwide 
waste more time each year in traffic delays 
than workers spend on the job at all our 
auto companies, all our electronic compa- 
nies, all our textile companies, all our 
lumber companies, and all our furniture 
manufacturers combined. And _ people 
wonder why the AASHTO members get so 
worked up about the importance of their 
work. 

The waiting exacts other costs, too. You’re 
familiar with them: $34 billion in wasted 
fuel expenses in our 39 largest metropolitan 
areas. And the point is simple: We cannot 
afford, or put it this way, we can’t afford 
not to invest in transportation. No matter 
how much people might want to ignore the 
rest of the world, we must make a choice: 
Take the lead, or let others pass us by. 

Well, I prefer to lead, and I demanded a 
national transportation strategy that builds 
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a foundation for the future. And I wanted a 
transportation law that would address road 
and bridge needs around the country; a law 
that would complete important mass transit 
projects; a law that would encourage inno- 
vation in every aspect of our transportation 
network, from road construction to high- 
tech rail systems. 

This law accomplishes that mission. It will 
establish a 155,000-mile National Highway 
System. Roads that will comprise only 4 
percent of our total public road mileage, 
but that will carry 75 percent of our inter- 
city truck traffic and 40 percent of our 
highway traffic. That is efficiency. 

Our law accomplishes that mission. It will 
establish a 155,000-mile National Highway 
System. Roads that will comprise, as I say, 4 
percent. This law also encourages States to 
build the roads they need, not the roads 
that some faraway central planner thinks 
that they ought to have. And that’s just 
plain common sense. 

The Highway System created by Dwight 
Eisenhower in 56, 1956, revolutionized 
American life forever. It spawned suburbs, 
cultivated more than 200 new centers of 
commerce and culture, edge cities, as 
they’re called in the new book. Where bare 
fields stood 30 years ago, American enter- 
prise now thrives, with office space and 
shopping centers, entertainment areas; re- 
gions that function as workplaces by day 
and then recreational hubs by night. 

Our new transportation law will pump 
new life into these newest cities and sup- 
port their further evolution. It will enhance 
great centers like this Dallas/Fort Worth 
area, where roads and rails have paved the 
way to more than 500,000 new jobs in the 
past decade alone. 

This law encourages local governments to 
invest in innovations such as privately built 
toll roads. Construction on such a road will 
begin soon just outside of Washington, and 
that’s just a beginning. Wall Street, they’ve 
begun to develop a brand-new market for 
financing privately built and operated infra- 
structure. Investors know a winner when 
they see it. 

These roads will pay for themselves and, 
in addition, they can support other projects. 
Operators of the Dulles Toll Road will pay 
taxes, which can leverage even more trans- 
portation financing. In short, private 
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projects get the most bang for the buck and 
give us a better shot at meeting our vast 
transportation needs. And that is innova- 
tion. And that is good government. 

Consider other items, if you will, in our 
new transportation law: 

It authorizes funds for an incentive pro- 
gram to prevent drunk driving and im- 
prove occupant safety, two very worthy 
goals, especially during the holiday season. 
And it provides $38 billion to improve our 
new National Highway System. 

It sets aside $24 billion to fund a variety 
of highway and transit projects. 

It simplifies the means by which truckers 
register their vehicles: Liability insurance, 
Interstate Commerce Commission oper- 
ation authority, and mileage for State fuel 
tax payments. In so doing, it could save 
trucking companies $1 billion this year. 

Our law will help States meet their envi- 
ronmental responsibilities without stopping 
the wheels of progress. Our law will encour- 
age exploration into new transportation 
technologies such as these high-speed rail 
systems. 

And last, but certainly not least, our law 
will create good American jobs today and 
good American jobs tomorrow. And it will 
build a foundation for creating more good 
American jobs in the future. 

The funding in the law will support more 
than 600,000 jobs in this fiscal year. But 
that’s just the start. Private projects funded 
with this money will generate even more 
work for Americans. And as I’ve said all 
along, a good transportation network will 
support jobs that wouldn’t exist otherwise. 
And that’s the biggest benefit of this new 
law. It sets in motion projects that will give 
America the avility to move forward as 
never before. 

I’ve instructed the Department of Trans- 
portation to get the money moving now. 
We will make available the vast majority of 
State money from the Highway Trust Fund. 
And we'll accelerate the release of $300 
million for mass transit projects. 1 encour- 
age you to do your part in making sure this 
money gets to its destination swiftly, gets 
used wisely, and helps Americans build the 
foundations for the next American century. 
And moreover, I’d like to challenge you all 
to look past the old ways of doing business 
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and dare to innovate, to create new means 
of moving America forward. 

Earlier today, out at that construction site 
not far from here, I stood there, and I 
thought of the incredible vigor of this 
region, all fueled by transportation infra- 
structure. A new kind of exploration and 
vigor assails the senses, the hustle and the 
bustle, the tornado of activity. And today I 
saw a domestic vision in sweat and toil, con- 
crete and steel, not some abstract proposal 
but a program that will produce real results 
now. 

This law—and you all know this—this law 
will not solve all our transportation chal- 
lenges. It’s not going to fill every pothole, 
build every road we require, mend every 
bridge, create all the new technologies we 
want to see. Let’s face it, it would take 
billions and billions more to take care of 
every need. But this law puts us on the 
move. It commits real resources now. And 
it encourages the kind of innovation that 
we will need in the future. 

This law will make a huge difference for 
all of us. It will help young fathers rush 
their wives to a delivery room. It will 
enable buses to ferry children safely and 
swiftly to school. It will help just-in-time 
manufacturers receive the parts they need 
when they need them. It will keep America 
where it belongs, in the passing lane. 

Every American understands transporta- 
tion’s importance. Just think about the way 
we talk. When we talk about progress, we 
talk about getting things moving. When we 
talk about roads and rails, we call them ar- 
teries. Well, enough talk. Today, we act. We 
start improving our roads and bridges and 
railways, our equal opportunity escorts to 
the future. And so when we look back years 
from now to this landmark day for Ameri- 
ca’s transportation, we'll be able to say: 
“Mission defined. Mission accomplished.” 

Thank you. And may God bless you in 
your work, and may God bless our great 
country, especially at this time of year. 
Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to A. Ray Chamberlain, president, 
and Francis B. Francois, executive director 
of AASHTO. 


Statement on Signing the Intermodal 
— Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1991 


December 18, 1991 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
2950, the “Intermodal Surface Transporta- 
tion Efficiency Act of 1991.” This law pro- 
vides a new structure for our Federal sur- 
face transportation programs—highway, 
highway safety, and transit—and authorizes 
funds for those programs for the next 6 
years. 

H.R. 2950 is landmark legislation. It will 
carry the Nation into the post-Interstate era 
and help provide the transportation infra- 
structure for improved economic productiv- 
ity and enhanced international competitive- 
ness. In the short term, this bill means jobs 
for working Americans. It provides more 
than $11 billion that can be used this fiscal 
year to build highway projects. During the 
coming year, those funds will provide jobs 
for over 600,000 Americans. The law will 
continue to support jobs in the highway and 
transit construction industries over the next 
6 years. 

When we submitted to the Congress our 
proposal for reauthorization of Federal sur- 
face transportation programs earlier this 
year, all those involved with the Nation’s 
surface transportation system recognized 
that it was time to redesign these programs. 
The Interstate System—the largest public 
works project in history—is very near com- 
pletion, and this law provides the final 
funds to finish it. The Interstate System has 
fundamentally changed transportation in 
America. It has become easier and cheaper 
to move goods, and virtually all Americans 
benefit from the speed and efficiency with 
which they can move from place to place 
on our interstate highways. But our focus 
must now shift from major highway con- 
struction to better maintenance, manage- 
ment, and use of our existing highway and 
transit facilities. 

A key element of our proposal was the 
National Highway System. Ours was not a 
call for a major new construction program, 
but rather for identification of those key 
highways throughout the country that are 
the arteries for interstate and interregional 
travel or roads that link those routes to 
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major ports, airports, and other critical 
transportation facilities. It was a call for 
dedication of sufficient funds to the Nation- 
al Highway System to ensure that projected 
traffic increases on those highways can be 
accommodated without deterioration in 
their physical condition or ability to move 
traffic. This new law establishes the Nation- 
al Highway System and provides the funds 
necessary to keep it performing efficiently. 

Another major element of our proposal 
was to provide State and local officials un- 
precedented flexibility. We proposed to 
give those officials the discretion to use a 
major portion of their Federal surface trans- 
portation funds on the improvements that 
would best meet local needs, whether high- 
way projects or public transit projects. State 
and local officials have played an ever more 
important role in project monitoring as the 
Federal programs have matured. The day 
has clearly come for the Federal Govern- 
ment to step back and let its partners play 
the lead role, as this law provides. 

We all also recognized the need for a 
larger role for the private sector in helping 
to meet surface transportation needs. This 
legislation establishes that new private 
sector role. It is historic because of the 
changes it makes to encourage privatization 
of our transportation infrastructure. It re- 
moves a number of Federal barriers to pri- 
vate sector involvement. It lifts the current 
general prohibition against financing high- 
way improvements with a combination of 
Federal funds and private investment to be 
repaid with toll revenue. Federal funds will 
be available to help entrepreneurs who, 
under contract with appropriate public au- 
thorities, are willing to build or improve 
roads that motorists want and are willing to 
pay to use. The Act will leverage more dol- 
lars into the transportation infrastructure 
and create even more jobs. 

The new law extends the current Federal 
highway traffic safety program, which has 
proven to be so successful: the fatality rate 
on our Nation’s highways was lower in 1990 
than in any year since records have been 
kept. In addition to extending our current 
efforts, the law establishes new incentive 
grant programs to encourage the States to 
fight drunk driving and promote the safety 
of vehicle occupants. 
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Title VII of the bill is intended to resolve 
the current inability of the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority to pursue its 
program of long-term improvements at Na- 
tional and Dulles Airports. The Supreme 
Court declared a congressional oversight 
mechanism in the 1986 legislation creating 
the Airports Authority to be a violation of 
the separation of powers principles of the 
Constitution. During congressional consid- 
eration of amendments intended to cure 
the defects found by the Supreme Court, 
the Administration expressed the view that 
the new Board of Review created by Title 
VII would violate the Appointments Clause 
of the Constitution. We adhere to this view, 
noting that the matter will now be resolved 
in court. I strongly support the shift of these 
former Federal facilities to regional control, 
and my Administration stands ready to 
assist in developing legislative amendments 
that will not be subject to constitutional 
challenge. 

This new law gives us the means to im- 
prove our surface transportation system in 
the years to come, but it also promotes re- 
search into what surely will be revolution- 
ary changes in the next century. Intelligent 
vehicle-highway systems, magnetically levi- 
tated high-speed ground transportation sys- 
tems, and a new transit research partner- 
ship with State and local governments are 
given new impetus in this law. Further, this 
law provides new tools to ensure that trans- 
portation improvements address the Na- 
tion’s environmental needs. For example, it 
provides funds for wetlands mitigation 
banks and for transportation projects that 
will improve our air quality. 

Any legislation this comprehensive and 
involving this much change is sure to raise 
serious policy issues about which reasonable 
people will disagree, and this new law has 
been no exception. I commend the major 
sponsors of this legislation, however, for 
staying the course, striking compromises 
among the many conflicting views over the 
shape of these new programs, and produc- 
ing this much-needed bill. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 18, 1991. 

















Note: H.R. 2950, approved December 18, 
was assigned Public Law No. 102-240. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Resignation of Frederick D. 
McClure as Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 


December 19, 1991 


President Bush today accepted with 
regret the resignation of Frederick D. 
McClure, 37, who has served as Assistant to 
the President for Legislative Affairs since 
the beginning of the administration. Fred is 
resigning to become a director and member 
of the management committee of First 
Southwest Co. in Dallas, TX. First South- 
west is a diversified investment banking 
firm. His resignation is effective February 1, 
1992. 

“Fred McClure has served with dedica- 
tion and creativity,” President Bush said 
when accepting his resignation. “Fred has 
directed enormous victories in legislative ef- 
forts ranging from the Americans with Dis- 
abilities Act, the Clean Air Act, the Persian 
Gulf resolution, the civil rights bill, extend- 
ing fast track negotiating authority for the 
North American free trade agreement, and 
the recently signed highway legislation. He 
also has been a crucial member of my team 
in ensuring that none of my 24 vetoes have 
been overridden when I have been forced 
to use this tool to ensure the passage of 
sound legislation. I am enormously grateful 
for his advice and support throughout this 
administration.” 


Executive Order 12784—Delegation of 
Authority Regarding the Naval 
Petroleum and Oil Shale Reserves 


December 19, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
tion 301 of title 3 and sections 7427 and 
7428 of title 10 of the United States Code, 
and in order to meet the goals and require- 
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ments of the Naval Petroleum and Oil Shale 
Reserves, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The functions vested in the 
President by sections 7427 and 7428 of title 
10 of the United States Code are delegated 
to the Secretary of Energy. 

Sec. 2. On or before June 30, 1994, the 
Secretary of Energy shall prepare and 
submit to the President a comprehensive 
report of the agreements and programs exe- 
cuted under the authority granted under 
this order. The authority delegated herein 
expires on October 2, 1994. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 19, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:25 p.m., December 19, 1991] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on December 23. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting Budget Deferrals 


December 19, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

In accordance with the Congressional 
Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith report three new and two 
revised deferrals of budget authority for FY 
1992 now totaling $3,944,898,210. 

These deferrals affect International Secu- 
rity Assistance programs as well as pro- 
grams of the Agency for International De- 
velopment and the Departments of Agricul- 
ture and State. The details of these defer- 
rals are contained in the attached report. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 
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The President’s News Conference With 
Foreign Correspondents 


December 19, 1991 


Trade Relations With Asian Nations 


The President. Today I sat across the 
table from a number of America’s toughest 
competitors. They weren’t the Japanese or 
Koreans or the Germans; they were, in fact, 
the leaders of some of America’s finest busi- 
nesses. And they were here with me today 
because they care about American jobs. 
And they were coming with me to Asia 10 
days from now for the same reason, Ameri- 
can jobs. 

The meeting we had today and the mis- 
sion that we will embark upon soon demon- 
strates that we will relentlessly pursue our 
mission to create jobs and restore prosperity 
for all Americans. 

Now, every one of these business leaders 
knows that right now during tough times 
exports are our strong suit. They know that 
the Asian market is growing and largely un- 
tapped. They also know better than anyone 
that American goods and services are 
higher quality and more competitive than 
ever before. New exports mean new jobs, 
good jobs: 20,000 new jobs for every billion 
in new manufactured exports. 

When the playing field is level, when our 
trading partners provide U.S. companies the 
same kind of opportunities that their firms 
enjoy here, our workers can compete with 
anybody, anytime, anywhere. And that’s not 
just free trade, thet’s fair trade. And I will 
continue to insist upon that kind of relation- 
ship with the nations that I visit in January. 

The changes around the world these last 
2 years present a tremendous challenge to 
all of us. And they also present an extraordi- 
nary opportunity to promote democracy, 
peace, and yes, prosperity. America is a Pa- 
cific nation. We have a broad range of in- 
terests throughout the region, including im- 
portant security arrangements and political 
relationships. 

During this upcoming trip, we will not 
neglect those security and political relation- 
ships. I know every American cares deeply 
about the prospects of a freer and safer 
world. And I also know that America bene- 
fits when our citizens and our companies 
play an active role in world markets. En- 
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gagement in the global marketplace affects 
the prices we pay for goods and services as 
well as the strength of a vibrant and grow- 
ing economy, the kind where everyone who 
wants to work has a good job at a good 
wage. And that’s why we must stay engaged 
overseas, because it matters so much right 
here at home. 

We want markets that are fully open to 
American goods and services. And I will 
stress that we’re looking for a true econom- 
ic partnership on this trip, one of shared 
responsibilities for promoting open markets 
and financial services. And then I'll urge 
them to join us in redoubling their efforts 
to help all the world’s economies, help 
them grow, by achieving a successful con- 
clusion to the Uruguay round of trade nego- 
tiations. 

The U.S. is by far the largest open market 
in the entire world, and that’s been good 
for the United States, no question about 
that. But our friends and allies have benefit- 
ed greatly from this and must share the 
responsibility for an open trading system. 
This trip alone obviously will not solve all 
the trade frictions between our countries. It 
will not create a new American export 
boom overnight. What it will do is demon- 
strate that trade is a two-way street; that 
our relationships around the world are im- 
portant to us; and that in a world more 
hopeful of a peaceful future than ever 
before, the United States will continue to 
lead. 

This will be the first trip by me to Asia 
since the end of the cold war. And so, the 
security concerns will be discussed. But 
what I’ve talked about here will be leading 
the agenda. 

Now, we’ll begin to start right here with 
Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter- 
national], and then we’ll move over here. 


Japan 

Q. Mr. President, what makes you think 
you'll succeed with Japan on the trade ques- 
tion where all of your predecessors have 
failed? What is your leverage? What are 
your goalsP What has changed? 

The President. I was talking to these busi- 
nessmen today, and each of them appears, 
maybe not every one of them, but most of 
them have been contacted by those with 
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whom they do business in Japan. And all of 
them that spoke at the meeting indicated 
they felt the time was right to move for- 
ward in terms of open markets. So, there’s a 
climate that I think might be helpful. I’m 
concentrating here on Japan. It’s not only 
Japan where we have problems. But I think 
Mr. Miyazawa, the very able Prime Minister 
of Japan, understands this, understands the 
need to move forward. So, when you talk to 
the outside experts, I think they’re telling 
me, anyway, that there is a much better 
climate. And so, we'll see when we get 
there whether that works. But I am deter- 
mined. 

Q. Do you have a pressure point—— 

The President. What’s that mean? 

Q. in any way in terms of retaliation? 

The President. Well, we’re going over 
there to try to get some things done. And I 
don’t need to go into exactly-—— 

We'll go to the AP, and then we'll start 
over here because this is a press conference 
primarily for journalists from other coun- 
tries that are here. 





Free and Fair Trade 


Q. You’re talking about a much better 
climate. But just today, the Japanese Prime 
Minister, Miyazawa, closed out the possibili- 
ty of improving or changing their ban on 
rice imports. And yesterday the Korean 
Ambassador said that you shouldn’t be 
pressing Korea at this time on trade dis- 
putes because they have their own internal 
economic problems. It sounds like a lot of 
intransigence there. How do you expect to 
accomplish anything with these kinds of at- 
titudesP 

The President. What I expect to do is try 
to be assisting the American—making clear 
what’s at stake in terms of the American 
market, what’s at stake in terms of jobs for 
the American people. And I wouldn’t judge 
from those two examples that everything is 
going to be intransigent. But I would say 
that the trip is to break down intransigence 
where we find it and have freer and fairer 
trade. And that message I will carry very, 
very forcefully. We have shown a lot of for- 
bearance, and I want to see fairplay. 


Auto Parts Exports 


Q. Mr. President, you have just empha- 
sized the economic partnership. And how 





much would you be looking for in Tokyo, 
with regard to auto parts issues, while in 
Tokyo to discuss with the Japanese leader- 
ship? 

The President. I’m not sure I would quan- 
tify it for you, but there’s an area where we 
should be doing much, much more business. 
We are good. We are efficient. We have 
quality. And we should do better in terms 
of auto parts. So without setting numbers 
for you, that is a subject that is going to be 
on the table. That’s a subject where the 
Japanese had some forthcoming statements, 
as a matter of fact. So now let’s see exactly 
how it’s going to work out in practice. We 
want action in that area. 

Q. Are you satisfied with the statements 
by the Japanese auto industry about reach- 
ing out to the American auto parts makers 
in terms of what you just described as eco- 
nomic partnership? 

The President. Well, I think the tone of 
the comments was extraordinarily good. 
Now, I want to see what exactly that means. 
But yes, let’s give credit where credit is 
due. There’s been some forthcoming state- 
ments. But what does it mean? I’m going to 
be talking about what does this mean in 
terms of American product that has fair and 
equal access. We’ve got quality products in 
this field. But I think, in fairness, there have 
been representations that we can make 
more progress in that area. 

Yeah, back here, we'll just start right with 
this row; three in a row: one, two, three. 

Q. Thank you very much. 

The President. No, you’ve got it: one, 
two, three. Here we go. 


The Uruguay Round 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. We—today 
that you announced today that you sent a 
letter to Prime Minister Miyazawa—— 

The President. Yes. 

@Q. ——December 7th. And what was the 
purpose of this letter? And have you re- 
ceived a response yet from Prime Minister 
MiyazawaP 

The President. In the first place, the 
letter related to Japanese help in finalizing 
the Uruguay round. All the big trading na- 
tions must be involved right up to the hilt 
in getting a successful conclusion to the 
Uruguay round of trade. And I can’t tell 
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you. I personally haven’t seen the response 
if there is one. Knowing him, I’m sure there 
will be a very thorough and forthcoming 
response. But I haven’t seen it through our 
system yet. 


Federal Role in International Trade 


Q. The fact that you are taking a business 
delegation with you on this trip will clearly 
demonstrate the closer cooperation that he 
has tried to forge with the American indus- 
try for promoting export. But ironically in 
the past, however, this is precisely what the 
Japanese Government and industry have 
been accused of by many American observ- 
ers as somewhat unfair government assist- 
ance. So, I wonder if philosophically you 
feel uncomfortable about what could look 
like a Government intervention into the af- 
fairs of the private industry. 

The President. Good question. The 
answer is, no, I don’t feel uncomfortable at 
all. I think this is long overdue. And we’re 
going there in a constructive spirit. Many of 
the people that are going with me have 
done a considerable amount of business in 
Japan. They know the Japanese market. 
They have affection and respect for the Jap- 
anese people. And so, I feel nothing but 
pride that these successful and strong 
people will be there to help me make the 


points that I’ve made in the opening state- 
ment here. 


Middle East Peace Conference 


Q. Mr. President, do you still take the 
position that the Soviet Union will sponsor 
for the Middle East peace process? And as 
relates to the first question, what role will 
the United States take in the next round of 
talks, especially as we are seeing now their 
latest talks didn’t achieve any progress? 

The President. The answer is yes. We still 
view it that the Soviets will sponsor the 
talks. Mr. Yeltsin reiterated to Jim Baker, I 
believe, that they wanted to. That was an 
agreement. They were very useful, forth- 
coming, and helpful in bringing about the 
original conference in Madrid. 

And then what was the second part, sir? 

Q. What role will the United States play? 

The President. The United States will 
continue to have the same role, a catalyst, 
not attempting to dictate solutions. We 
want to be an honest broker, and I think 
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the parties see us in that role. And that’s 
the role that we will continue to play at this 
point. 

Q. And do you think the talks which 
ended yesterday—— 

The President. 1 was disappointed. Yes. 
Well, I’m told some progress was made. 
Don’t quiz me on what. But I felt that a lot 
of time was spent talking about modalities 
and locations, and obviously, we would have 
liked to see more progress. And we have 
shared those observations with the various 
participants. 


Russia and the Commonwealth 


Q. Mr. President, what is your opinion 
about the creation of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States on the U.S.S.R. terri- 
tory? Are you going to give full recognition 
to this community and to the Republics of 
which it’s comprised? And will you agree 
that Russia should become a successor of 
the Soviet Union for international agree- 
ments and take its place in the United Na- 
tions Security Council? 

The President. Well, first, on the Com- 
monwealth itself, that is a matter for the 
various Republics to work out. That isn’t a 
matter for the United States to attempt to 
dictate. We couldn’t do it anyway. But what 
our view has been: Engage with democratic 
reformers, those two key words. Those who 
favor democracy and those who favor 
reform. And Jim Baker, on his trip, has 
been doing that. I have been doing that 
over the months. 

And so, they will sort all this out. He has 
talked to them. They’ve talked to him about 
recognition. He has made clear that certain 
steps have to be taken particularly in this 
nuclear question, which is vital, and where 
the United States is uniquely qualified to 
lead in my view. 

So, that one has to be done. Peaceful bor- 
ders is another one. The CSCE principles, 
which includes human rights and respect 
for minorities in each of these Republics, 
that’s another one. So, they’re sorting all 
this out now. It’s in the process of being 
worked out. And then we will treat, as Jim 
has told them, with this whole question of 
what the role of the United States is when 
whatever evolves has evolved. 
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That would include, then on Russia again, 
they have some sorting out between the 
Republics. As you know, the Soviet Union 
today has three seats, one in the Security 
Council and then two, in addition, at the 
United Nations. Now, they’ve got a lot of 
sorting out to do as this new Common- 
wealth is born. And we are not fixing to get 
into the middle of that until they’ve gone 
further with the process. 

Way back there, and then I am coming 
over here. I’m looking for those who I 
might recognize as coming from some of 
the countries we’re visiting, which is hard 
to do, I'll tell you. 


Middle East Peace Conference 


Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask 
about the Middle East also, Mr. President. 
In spite of the good relations the United 
States has with Israel and the potential le- 
verage it has, it hasn’t been able to con- 
vince Israel to stop the settlements activi- 
ties. Now, the Arabs claim that without a 
halt to the settlkements there cannot be 
peace. Now, can the United States do any- 
thing more than to say that they are an 
obstacle to peace and to ask of Israel to stop 
them in order to promote the idea of peace 
more energetically, so to speak? 

The President. What we would like to do 
is see those matters discussed in substance. 
That’s one of the reasons I expressed frus- 
tration about talks that talk only about 
where the next meeting is going to be. But 
we have problems that everyone in this 
room knows, and I think around the world 
knows, about the settlements, feeling they 
are an obstacle to peace. And we have 
made that clear to our Israeli friends. We 
have problems with some of the Arab posi- 
tions, the boycott for example. We have 
made that clear to some of our friends in 
that part of the world. 

So, we cannot wave a wand and dictate. 
We can make suggestions as to what would 
facilitate the peace process, and we have 
tried to do that. 

Now, where’s this voice from Australia? 
We can’t have too many voices speaking 
from Australia. It’s two against one. Go 


ahead, and then we'll get this one on the 
aisle. 


Australia 


Q. President Bush, could I ask you how 
you feel about Bob Hawke’s demise as Aus- 
tralian Prime Minister after several years in 
office? Are you aware that the new Prime 
Minister, Paul Keating, doesn’t play golf? So 
might that affect your plans while you’re in 
Australia? And do you think you'll still see 
Hawke while you’re there? 

The President. Well look, I think every- 
body knows of my friendship and affection 
for Bob Hawke. And I’m not one who turns 
my back on friends. Now, having said that, 
the process is working. The party has select- 
ed a new leader. The foreign policy of the 
United States has not been and will not be 
set on individuals; it’s set, in this instance, a 
historic, good relationship between coun- 
tries. And so I look forward to dealing with 
the Government. I have met Mr. Keating. I 
know him, respect him. And that’s their 
problem. They'll sort that out. So, I would 
leave it right there, and say I’m looking 
forward very much to the trip. 

Q. Will you still see Hawke, though? 

The President. Well, I certainly hope so, 
and I’m sure I will. I might say to the Japa- 
nese journalists here, I had a good and 
friendly relationship with Mr. Kaifu. The 
process moves on. You have another very 
able man as Prime Minister. I will be deal- 
ing primarily with him. But I would just say 
to any of you guys setting the schedule, I'd 
like very much to see former Prime Minis- 
ter Kaifu, and I’m sure I will. 

Q. Are you aware of the Australian wheat 
farmers’ anger regarding the export en- 
hancement programs? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. And are you going to meet with them 
while you’re in Australia as they have re- 
questedP 

The President. I don’t know about the 
schedule. I am aware of it. I think they 
know that the export program, enhance- 
ment program, passed by the Congress is 
not a—it is part of our law—is not aimed at 
Australia. Indeed, I am prepared to tell 
them what’s happened to our own markets 
in terms of total world market percentage. 
And I look forward to talking to whoever it 
is I talk to. I just don’t know about the 
schedule. I don’t set the schedule, and I 
don’t know what’s going to happen. 
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Korea, right here. 

Q. Mr. President, could you say simply 
yes or no—{laughter|— 

The President. 1 could, but I seldom do 
that because I get in trouble when I do 
that. Could I have your question? 

Q. Do you have a nuclear—in the Korean 
peninsula at the moment? And my followup 
is that, what is your future nuclear policy to 
that area? Regardless, you have or you have 
not nuclear presence? 

The President. Well, as you know, we 
never confirm or deny it. I’m glad I said 
before you asked me the question, “Do I 
answer yes or no.” I made a statement, I 
believe it was in September, about removal 
of U.S. tactical nukes and nukes from sur- 
face vessels. And I'll just leave it right 
there. I also heard what the Prime Minister 
said, and I’m not about to argue with him. 
So, those statements sneak for themselves. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

The President. I'm looking for some Sin- 
gaporians around here. [Laughter] You're 
next. 

ANZUS 

Q. This is still Pacific. 

The President. | understand. 

Q. How important, sir, is the ANZUS rela- 
tionship in this evolving nonnuclear world? 
And is the U.S. closer to a rapprochement 
with New Zealand, or do you still want 
New Zealand to change their antinuclear 
law first? 

The President. Well, in the first place, it 
troubles me because we have had a strong 
relationship with New Zealand. And I really 
honestly believe there is great affection in 
this country for New Zealanders, and I 
think there is in New Zealand for the 
United States. I’ve been there. And you can 
sense it, and you can feel it. The difficulty 
we have had hopefully is well on its way to 
resolution because of the position that I just 
mentioned to this journalist from Korea. 
And let’s hope now that the people of New 
Zealand see this, appreciate that step and 
that we can get back to normal. 


ASEAN 
Q. On the ANZUS relationship and 
also—— 


The President. That requires more than 
just the U.S., doesn’t it? So, that will be a 
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good subject for discussion when I am talk- 
ing to our friends in Australia. No, but I 
think the groundwork is there because of 
the forward position that we took. 

Q. [Inaudible] from Indonesia. My ques- 
tion is——— 

The President. False colors. I thought you 
were from Singapore. Go ahead. [Laughter] 
Close enough, close enough. [Laughter] 

Q. Is it true, correct to say that your visit 
to Singapore, which is a sounding board to 
ASEAN, is primarily on trade issues, or is it 
also related to security and human rights 
issuesP And the second is, whether now 
with the demise of the cold war whether 
you are now supporting the idea of 
ZOPFAN, zone of peace, freedom, and neu- 
trality. Thank you. 

The President. Good question. And you’re 
right, it does affect the ASEAN area. I wish 
I could go to all those ASEAN countries. I 
couldn’t. I’ve been to most. But in this case 
I can tell you that the visit will be on a 
wide array of subjects. We are not neglect- 
ing—and this is a point I will make to our 
friends in Singapore and hopefully to the 
rest of Asia—we’re not neglecting our secu- 
rity responsibilities. I think there’s been 
some concern about what position the 
United States will be in when we come out 
of the Philippines. 

And I would use this trip to reassure the 
Singaporian leaders as well as those around 
that we are not going to pull back. I also 
think, and this is a broad subject, but I 
think it is one that should resonate at home. 
We are not neglecting the Pacific. As we 
have coped, and I hope with some degree 
of world leadership, with the Middle East, 
with the changes in the Republics, with the 
unification of Germany, with the evolution 
in Eastern Europe, I think there has been 
some feeling in Asia—and you all are the 
experts on it—that perhaps we are neglect- 
ing. And so, one of the things about this trip 
is that we are not, we don’t intend to, nor 
will we neglect our role as one who’s 
blessed by having the largest trading part- 
ners being the Pacific Rim. 

And so, it’s partially that. We will have 
discussions, we always do, of all these other 
questions that you raise. 
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Indonesia 


Q. What will be your course of action, sir, 
toward Indonesia now that, through the 
witness of two American journalists, it has 
become apparent that there are problems 
with the human rights in East Timor? And 
what would be your advice, sir, to the Gov- 
ernment of Portugal as the administrating 
power and the future chairman of the EC 
to actually rectify the situation in East 
Timor, sir? 

The President. Well, a lot of discussion is 
going on, on the tragedy in East Timor. We 
have expressed ourself in terms of the pure 
human rights part of it. And I don’t know 
that on this trip we will be directly in- 
volved in any way in that particular ques- 
tion. We pride ourselves, and I think prop- 
erly so, on standing up for human rights, 
and I think we’ve made clear to the parties 
that are interested there the U.S. position. I 
don’t know how it will come out, frankly, at 
forthcoming meetings. I just can’t help you 
on that. 


Recognition of Soviet Republics 


Q. Mr. President, today the Swedish Gov- 
ernment recognized Russia, Byelorussia, 
and Ukraine. When will the U.S. do the 
same? 

The President. We are taking these things 
under advisement. We don’t know, can’t 
give you an exact date. I have said what our 
responsibilities as a—I think I feel a certain 
custodial responsibility on this whole ques- 
tion of nuclear weapons, nonproliferation. I 
think we have a disproportionate responsi- 
bility for that. And so we want to see these 
questions that I mentioned to you, men- 
tioned to the gentleman back here, re- 
solved, or moved well on the way to resolu- 
tion. Then, we, at our time, will make the 
determination that you ask about, the offi- 
cial stamp of recognition. 

I've already indicated that as _ these 
people self-determine, we are very flexible 
and open about the question of recognition. 
But we also want to see adherence to these 
principles that I’ve outlined. So, I can’t give 
you an exact date. But that’s going to be 
right on the front line of the agenda to 
discuss with Secretary Baker, whom I talked 
to just a few minutes ago. And he filled me 
in a little on this question of his talks on all 
of these different Republics. But I need to 


sit down with him, with General Scowcroft 
and others, and then we will be talking 
more about timing. 

Q. But there will be a recognition sooner 
or later? 

The President. Well, as I’ve indicated, 
there will be, I mentioned this about the 
Ukraine, but there are certain things that 
have to be resolved. We’re not trying to 
determine with finality how that area is 
going to look. These people are elected. 
These people are elected. Now, they sit 
down with each other and sort it out. They 
don’t need the United States to intervene in 
the internal affairs of a Republic or in rela- 
tions between the Republics themselves. So, 
it’s just going to take a little bit of time. 

But the Baker trip is very useful. I am in 
touch, as you know, with Gorbachev, with 
Yeltsin. We receive visitors all the time 
here, and we’re watching it very, very 
closely, and hopefully, in terms of humani- 
tarian aid and medicines, playing a very 
constructive role. 

This gentleman was on his feet, and I had 
recognized two at once. 


North American Free Trade Agreement 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Talking 
about jobs, how soon do you want the free 
trade agreement with Mexico and Canada 
to be completed, and are you going to talk 
with the Asian leaders about the construc- 
tion of trading blocs, like the North Amer- 
ica trade bloc, or—— 

The President. Well, I’m sure they'll be 
interested in our view on that. And yes, I’m 
perfectly prepared to discuss it with them. I 
believe this agreement should move—this 
getting a fair trade agreement with Mexico, 
what we call the NAFTA, the North Ameri- 
can fair trade agreement, should be 
reached as soon as possible. And with the 
able President of Mexico, Carlos Salinas, I 
agreed this week, just a few days ago, that 
we would try to get a bracketed text to 
present and to work with by the end of 
January or sometime in January. 

There was a wild bunch of stories around 
here that did not reflect my views, saying 
that we didn’t want to get this trade agree- 
ment finished. And this gives me my first 
press conference opportunity, although I 
think I’ve responded to questions on it, to 
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say that that is not true. We want an agree- 
ment, a good agreement, as soon as possi- 
ble. I am not going to send an agreement to 
the Congress that can’t be passed. I’m not 
going to send, in other words, a bad agree- 
ment. We’re in close touch with Congress, 
but I want to get it done. And do you know 
why? I’m all for more trade with Mexico, 
but I want to help the American economy, 
and one way to do it is to create the addi- 
tional jobs that will come from expanding 
our own markets abroad. And I also think 
that it’s in Mexico’s interest. 

So, put me down as still very enthusiastic 
and pressing forward just as fast as we can 
on this matter for a good agreement. And I 
cite that because we’re not going to just 
kind of get an agreement for agreement’s 
sake. 

Does that answer it? 

Q. Yes. What is your strategy to deal with 
the Democrat leadership in Congress, to 
deal with the Democrat leadership in terms 
of the NAFTA negotiations or the NAFTA 
agreement? 

The President. As you know, many of the 
Democrats in the Congress strongly sup- 
ported this Fast Track authority which at 
least gave some visibility to the fact that 
they agree with me that a fair trade agree- 
ment would be in our benefit. And I think 
they also know that Mexico has come a 
long, long way. They’re doing a first-class 
job down there, that administration. And so, 
I don’t immediately start from the assump- 
tion that Congress doesn’t want an agree- 
ment. I think they’re like I am on this ques- 
tion. They want an agreement, but they 
want to be sure it’s fair. 

Now, there are some forces, I would cite 
organized labor, who are opposed to the 
very concept of a fair trade agreement. But 
we have to take that on. And the way to 
take it on is to get a good agreement and 
get Congress to understand, which I’m con- 
vinced they will if we get a good one, that 
this is in the interest of the American 
worker as well as better environment and 
many other things that I think will come 
from a fair trade agreement. 

Q. Mr. President, I'd like to ask you a 
question about Haiti and then one about 
Cuba. 

The President. Isn’t that what they call a 
follow-on? 
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Q. Yes, sir. 

The President. Neighborhood follow-on. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Neignborhood call. May I thank you 
for giving a press conference for the foreign 
press. We appreciate it. Thank you, sir. 

The President. Well, I thank you, sir. 
Well, let me put it this way then, I'll get to 
your two questions. It’s very helpful for me 
to have this opportunity to at least spell out 
why we are doing this, to have the peoples 
to whom we'll be visiting, particularly un- 
derstand. And then for the rest of the press 
corps that come from other countries, I’m 
glad to have this opportunity to express the 
broad foreign policy objectives. So, as far as 
I’m concerned it’s a plus, but thank you for 
your kind words, and shoot. Haiti and then 
Cuba. 


Haiti 


Q. On Haiti, will we see a solution, sir? 
The problem is the Haitian refugees are not 
being sent back. But is there a solution to 
the problem? 

The President. Well, the solution to the 
problem, and it is one that I personally 
have been working on. I spent I don’t know 
how many minutes on the telephone yester- 
day, but closer to an hour than a half, with 
Carlos Andrés Pérez of Venezuela. Talked 
at length to Brian Mulroney in the last few 
days; Canada trying to be helpful in this 
regard. And the answer is to have the duly- 
elected leader of Haiti returned to Haiti. 
Our interest is not in trying to say who’s 
going to run Haiti. Our interest is this: 
There was a democratic process. A man was 
elected. He was overthrown. The hemi- 
sphere’s moving towards democracy, and 
Haiti started moving back towards totalitar- 
ian dictatorship. We have a keen interest in 
that. So does Carlos Andrés Pérez, a great 
leader, democratic leader, to our south. 

And so what I’m talking to him about is: 
How do we facilitate Aristide’s return? Now 
that boils down also to another, there’s an- 
other part of that, and that is who is the 
government going to be, who will be the 
Prime Minister? And therein we have some 
difficulties; I say ““we do,” therein Haiti has 
some difficulties. And that is something 
that’s being talked about right now. We are 
backing the OAS. We backed them in sanc- 
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tions. We’ve backed them in their diploma- 
cy, and we will continue to thank them and 
back them in that regard. 

The United States, once again, and again, 
I don’t want to sound chauvinistic, we have 
a disproportionately important role here for 
a lot of reasons, trade being one of them. 
And we are trying to use that influence, if 
you will, working with the democratic lead- 
ers for the return of Aristide. Therein lies 
the answer, and our policy on immigration 
is well known. Those who flee for political 
persecution should be granted haven. Those 
who leave for purely economic reasons are 
not entitled to harbor under our laws. 

But the answer to it is not that. The 
answer is this solution that I’ve just told you 
about: The return of Aristide under condi- 
tions that democracy has a chance to con- 
tinue and to strengthen. 


Cuba 


Q. The Russian empire is collapsing, we 
don’t know what will come out of it. Fidel 
Castro has lost his patrons definitely. He has 
no petroleum. They are importing bicy- 
cles—difficult. Doesn’t this present the 
United States, as it does for Cuba, an open- 
ing for a new dialog or new relations or 
new solutions, whatever? 

The President. You say you don’t know 
what will come out of it? At the risk of 
sounding pretentious, I think I do know 
what will come out of it. What will come 
out of it is democracy and freedom for the 
people of Cuba. And you just have to look 
at the neighborhood, look at the countries 
to the south that have moved towards de- 
mocracy away from totalitarianism. Fidel 
Castro is swimming against the tide. There 
is no way that you can oppress people for- 
ever and keep down their aspirations for 
freedom. 

And the beautiful thing about Cuba is be- 
cause of the industry of those people and 
because of the affection that a lot of Ameri- 
cans have for the people of Cuba, Cuba, 
once free and once under democracy, will 
have a real shot at forward movement in 
terms of helping their people through at a 
reinvigorated economy. There’s no question 
about that. It could be the success story of 
the nineties, if Castro would permit the 
freedom and democracy that the people 
want. 








And in the meantime, dialog, there’s no 
point in my talking to Castro about that. I 
mean he knows the United States’ position. 
He knows the pressures he faces all over 
the world to permit his people the very 
freedom that others have died for around 
the world. So, what’s the point of my talk- 
ing to him? All [Id tell him is what I’m 
telling you, to give the people the freedom 
that they want. 

And then you'll see the United States do 
exactly what we should. Go down and lift 
those people up and say we want to help 
you. And it wouldn’t be just the Govern- 
ment, you’d have all kinds of private invest- 
ment move into Cuba that would offer 
those people an increased standard of 
living, great hope for their families, free- 
dom of religion, freedom of elections, all 
these things. 

So, it’s not all bleak. The man cannot sus- 
tain swimming against the tide. He'll get 
tired. Something will happen. And then 
these people will be free. 


Restructuring U.S. Corporations 


Q. A question on GM, sir? 

The President. What country do you rep- 
resent? [Laughter] One American. Shoot. 

Q. As you know, Mr. President, General 
Motors announced yesterday that they were 
closing 21 plants and eliminating 74,000 
jobs. A similar restructuring was announced 
a couple of weeks ago by IBM. Do you 
expect this trend towards downsizing 
among major corporations to continue? And 
if so, where will the jobs that are being 
eliminated come from? 

The President. Well, one thing it'll come 
from is creating new businesses. Probably 
more small businesses. And that’s why we 
do need to put more incentive into our own 
economy. I don’t know what individual 
businesses are planning to do. I did notice 
that Mr. Stemple talked about attrition, a 
downsizing due to attrition, which I think 
is—I hope it works out that way, because it 
is the compassionate approach and the cor- 
rect approach. But I can only tell you that 
we can create an awful lot of jobs, more 
jobs, just through what I am talking about 
here today. And therein lies the answer, job 
retraining, but then creation of new jobs. 
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Now I’m going to take two more ques- 
tions and then leave. 


Middle East Peace Conference 


Q. Mr. President, your administration has 
linked before the progress of the peace 
process to the flexibility of Israel in these 
negotiations and to the freezing of building 
settlements on the West Bank. What is your 
assessment, Mr. President, to the Israeli 
flexibility in these talks, and are you going 
to approve the $10-billion loan guarantee 
next January, especially now that Prime 
Minister Shamir continued to build settle- 
ments on the West Bank? 

The President. Well, no decision has been 
taken on the last matter, no final decision at 
all. What was the first part of it? I’m sorry, I 
missed the first part of the question. I know 
it related to settlements, but—— 

Q. That the administration has linked the 
progress in the peace process and the flexi- 
bility of Israel to the $10-billion loan guar- 
antee. 

The President. Well no, we haven’t made 
such linkage, but we’ve stated very clearly 
what our position is on settlements. I don’t 
think I'll reiterate it because I tried to spell 
it out to this gentleman back here. We have 
said the settlements are counterproductive 
to peace. And some in Israel happen to 
agree with us on that, as a matter of fact. 
But having said that, there are things that 
the Arab countries should do on their own 
to move forward towards getting the cli- 
mate ready for a successful conclusion of 
the peace talks. 

Q. Mr. President, you talked of the de- 
mocracy the Republics and the Soviet 
Union are entitled to. And you talked about 
the freedom the people of Cuba are enti- 
tled to. What about the Palestinians who 
are 2 million living under Israeli occupa- 
tion? 

The President. One of the reasons we 
brought the parties together in a historic 
meeting in Madrid with Palestinians 
present was to have that question addressed 
and resolved in a peaceful manner. And so I 
would simply refer you to those talks 
wherein and therein lies the real answer. It 
isn’t going to be done by acts of violence on 
one side or another. It isn’t going to be 
done by the enormous frustration that leads 
to terrorism or whatever. It is going to be 
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done at the negotiating table, and thank 
God it has started. And our role: Keep the 
parties there and have them discuss the 
final resolution of the question that has now 
been asked of me three times, and it has 
been asked of me three times because it 
really gets to the heart, one of the subjects 
that gets to the heart of the peace process. 
So, our role will be to try to continue to be 
the catalyst for peace. 

And now we’ve run over by several min- 
utes, but this is the final question. 


U.S. Policy on China 


Q. Mr. President, I’m going to ask you a 
question about the most populated country 
in Asia, China. There’s an election going on 
in Taiwan right now. The core of the 
debate is independence of Taiwan. If such a 
thing became a reality do you think the 
United States would change its China 
policy, “one China” policy? 

The President. That question is too hypo- 
thetical. Everyone here that keeps up with 
these matters is familiar with our obliga- 
tions under the Shanghai Communique. I 
also believe when you take a look at—well, 
we'll wait and see what happens in the 
elections. But that question will be resolved, 
it seems to me, hopefully, by these differing 
parties talking, and we’ll just see what hap- 
pens. But I’m not going to guess what 
might or might not take place in an elec- 
tion. That’s for them to decide over there 
and then we will see. 

The big thing is we want peace in that 
area. We don’t need any more tensions in 
that area. And I know that there’s strong 
feeling on Taiwan, continues to be, that it 
is, as they have said all along, a part of 
China. They’ve maintained they were 
China for a long time, as you know. So, that 
has to be sorted out over there, not here in 
the United States. 

May I say this to all of you, whatever—no, 
no, too late, too late. Sorry. This is a happy, 
merry Christmas or a happy holiday send- 
off to you all. But really, I mean it. 

You know we are—you follow the debate 
in this country and you know that the 
United States has got some tough economic 
times, and you know the problems that 
exist out there with some of the countries 
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whose journalists are here today, thank 
heavens. 

But it is a very special time in the United 
States, and I just wanted to wish all of you a 
very merry Christmas, very happy new 
year, very happy holidays. Whatever your 
religion, I hope you feel when you are in 
this country the spirit of peace on Earth 
and good will that we Americans think 
come about no matter what our problems 
are. So thank you and have a great holiday. 
And I’ve enjoyed this opportunity very 
much. Thank you. 


Note: The President’s 113th news conference 
began at 1:38 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old 
Executive Office Building. 


Statement on Signing the Coast Guard 
Authorization Act of 1991 


December 19, 1991 


Today I have signed into law H.R. 1776, 
the “Coast Guard Authorization Act of 
1991,” notwithstanding reservations about 
several of its provisions. 

Section 37 purports to require the Secre- 
taries of Transportation and State to under- 
take discussions with the Canadian Govern- 
ment regarding alternatives to improve 
commercial vessel traffic safety. The Consti- 
tution vests the authority to conduct U‘S. 
foreign policy, including negotiations with 
other nations, in the President. Consistent 
with my responsibility under the Constitu- 
tion for the conduct of negotiations, I will 
construe that provision to be precatory 
rather than mandatory. 

Section 33 authorizes the Coast Guard to 
investigate casualties involving foreign ves- 
sels in international waters under certain 
circumstances. Customary international law 
would preclude assertion of jurisdiction by 
any but the flag state of the vessel involved 
in the casualty. I can envision virtually no 
circumstances under which it would be nec- 
essary for the Coast Guard to conduct a 
unilateral investigation contrary to custom- 
ary international law. 

Section 2(bX2) prevents the Department 
of Transportation from procuring certain 
items from foreign sources where it is to 








the Government’s advantage to do so. Such 
provisions are counter to the Administra- 
tion’s trade policy. They not only constrain 
the Federal Government in its efforts to 
best utilize its resources, but encourage for- 
eign governments to erect or retain similar 
barriers against American goods. 

Finally, several provisions mandate that 
surplus Federal property be transferred to 
specific entities. The General Services Ad- 
ministration has issued regulations under 
the Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act of 1949 designed to assure that 
all competing uses are fairly considered in 
disposing of surplus Federal property. Al- 
lowing these regulations to work would be 
more likely to assure that surplus Federal 
property is disposed of in a manner that 
best serves the interests of the Government 
and the public. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 19, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 1776, approved December 19, 
was assigned Public Law No. 102-241. 


Statement on Signing the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation 
Improvement Act of 1991 
December 19, 1991 


Today I have signed into law S. 543, the 
“Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
Improvement Act of 1991.” This legislation 
falls far short of the truly comprehensive 
reform proposal that my Administration 
sent to the Congress early this year. Our 
proposal squarely addressed the fundamen- 
tal problems of the banking industry—the 
need to recapitalize the Bank Insurance 
Fund; the need to make banks safer, strong- 
er, and more competitive; the need to at- 
tract private capital into the industry; and 
the need to protect the taxpayer from a 
costly deposit insurance bailout. 

Unfortunately, the narrow legislation pro- 
duced by the Congress does little more 
than provide critical funding to the Bank 
Insurance Fund. While it includes some of 
the regulatory reforms we proposed last 
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February, it does nothing to restore the 
competitiveness of the banking industry. 
While it demands that banks increase cap- 
ital and pay higher deposit insurance pre- 
miums, it gives no additional tools to banks 
to meet these demands. This shortsighted 
congressional response to the problems we 
face increases taxpayer exposure to bank 
losses. The Congress must shoulder its re- 
sponsibility for not adopting proposals to 
make banks stronger and more competitive. 
The Congress must also assume responsibil- 
ity for exacerbating the “credit crunch” 
that has restrained banks from lending to 
even their best customers. 

Certain provisions of S. 543 present con- 
stitutional difficulties. Two provisions could 
be construed to infringe upon my constitu- 
tional responsibility to supervise my subor- 
dinates and to ensure that the executive 
branch speaks with one voice. Sections 
215(b) and 421(c) contemplate that certain 
executive agencies may present views dif- 
fering from those of the Administration in 
reports to the Congress. I shall interpret 
these provisions in a manner consistent 
with my constitutional authority, as head of 
a unitary executive branch, to resolve dis- 
putes among my subordinates before their 
views are presented to the Congress. 

Section 305(bX2) could be construed to 
require certain Federal banking agencies to 
discuss revisions of capital standards for in- 
sured depository institutions with the Bank 
for International Settlements, based in Swit- 
zerland. I will construe section 305(b\2) in 
a manner consistent with my constitutional 
authority to conduct the international rela- 
tions of the United States. 

I have decided to sign this legislation 
today because of the critical need to replen- 
ish the Bank Insurance Fund. But I call on 
the Congress to ignore the pleadings of spe- 
cial interests that have stalled truly compre- 
hensive banking reform. The Congress still 
has our legislative proposal, and we stand 
ready, willing, and able to work for compre- 
hensive reform. It is now up to the Con- 
gress to address squarely next year the 
problems that it could not come to grips 
with in the legislation before me today. The 
taxpayers deserve no less. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 19, 1991. 
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Note: S. 543, approved December 19, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-242. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Telephone 
Conversation With Prime Minister 
Mulroney of Canada and President 
Pérez of Venezuela 


December 19, 1991 


On Tuesday, December 17, the President 
was called by Prime Minister Mulroney and 
Venezuelan President Carlos Andrés Pérez. 
The President and the two leaders dis- 
cussed the situation in Haiti, including the 
OAS efforts at restoring democracy. They 
reaffirmed their support of the OAS efforts 
at restoring democracy and stressed the 
need to continue to work with all partners 
to accomplish this goal. 


Statement on the Federal Reserve 
Interest Rate Reduction 


December 20, 1991 


Today’s lowering of the Federal Reserve 
discount rate from 4.5 percent to 3.5 per- 
cent is a significant step. It is clear that the 
economy in the last quarter has been flat 
and sluggish. Too many people are out of 
work. Lower interest rates are important to 
spurring economic growth and creating jobs 
and investments. 


We have pointed out on several occasions 
in recent months the important role of in- 
terest rate reductions in creating new jobs. 
The discount rate cut will help when it is 
passed on to consumers and _ businesses. 
These rates are the lowest in more than 25 
years. But inflation is low and under con- 
trol. I commend this latest Federal Reserve 
Board action which will significantly help 
our efforts to turn the economy around and 
get America back to work. 
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Proclamation 6396—National Law 
Enforcement Training Week, 1992 
December 20, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


High-quality training is an essential com- 
ponent of effective law enforcement. The 
dedicated men and women who serve in 
this field have sworn to uphold the constitu- 
tional rights of individuals while promoting 
and defending the public safety. Meeting 
that challenge requires that every officer— 
from the rookie on the street to the most 
experienced chief or investigator—be 
equipped with certain knowledge and skills. 

Today law enforcement training is as rig- 
orous and as wide-ranging in scope as the 
day-to-day demands of an officer’s job. First, 
every man and woman behind the badge 
must have knowledge of the law itself, in- 
cluding the rules of proper conduct and 
procedure. Because their work places them 
on the front lines in the war against drugs 
and crime, law enforcement officers also 
devote many hours of study and practice to 
self-defense techniques and to the safe use 
of firearms. Basic law enforcement training 
also includes physical conditioning, as well 
as lessons and exercises in the administra- 
tion of first aid. Whether they are called to 
the scene of an accident or to the site of a 
violent domestic dispute, law enforcement 
officers know that lives depend on their 
preparedness and skill. 

While the fundamentals have remained 
the same, recent advances in science and 
technology have changed many aspects of 
law enforcement and law enforcement 
training. To fight back against increasingly 
sophisticated crimes, police officers and 
other law enforcement agents are employ- 
ing increasingly sophisticated tools and 
methods, from computers and toxicology to 
genetic “fingerprinting” and psychological 
profiling. Thus, those individuals who pro- 
vide law enforcement training—including 
continuing education for veteran person- 
nel—are part of a large, multidisciplinary 
team of professionals. 

This week, as we gratefully salute all 
those who conduct and participate in law 
enforcement training, we also acknowledge 








the many rewarding career opportunities 
that it offers through its related disciplines. 
Young Americans who aspire to serve in 
our Nation’s law enforcement and criminal 
justice system are encouraged to learn more 
about them. 

To heighten public awareness of the im- 
portance of law enforcement training and 
its related fields, the Congress, by Public 
Law 102-206, has designated the week of 
January 5 through January 11, 1992, as “Na- 
tional Law Enforcement Training Week” 
and has authorized and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning Janu- 
ary 5, 1992, as National Law Enforcement 
Training Week. I invite all Americans to 
observe this week with appropriate pro- 
grams and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of December, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-one, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:01 a.m., December 23, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 24. 


Proclamation 6397—National Sanctity 
of Human Life Day, 1992 


December 20, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Throughout our Nation’s history, Ameri- 
cans have treasured these timeless words 
from our Declaration of Independence: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
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These stirring words summarize the funda- 
mental moral vision of the United States, a 
vision that affirms the inestimable dignity 
and worth of every human being, each of 
whom is made in the image of God. They 
were not words uttered lightly. Signers of 
the Declaration pledged to uphold them 
with their lives, their fortunes, and their 
sacred honor. On this occasion, we reflect 
on the first and most fundamental right 
enumerated by our Nation’s founders: the 
right to life. 

Thomas Jefferson noted that “the God 
who gave us life gave us liberty at the same 
time,” and much of his writing reflects his 
belief that “the care of human life and hap- 
piness, and not their destruction, is the first 
and only legitimate object of good govern- 
ment.” Thus, respect for the sanctity of 
human life is deeply rooted in the Ameri- 
can tradition. Today we Americans are 
rightfully proud of our physicians and scien- 
tists, who have helped lead the way in the 
fight against disability and disease; proud of 
the thousands of American service mem- 
bers and volunteers who have responded to 
calls for help around the world; and grateful 
to the many fire fighters and law enforce- 
ment officers who work to protect the 
public safety. These are just a few of the 
millions of Americans who demonstrate, 
through their daily labors, our Nation’s tra- 
ditional reverence for human life. 

While the United States boasts a long and 
honorable tradition of respect for human 
life and the rights of individuals, one key 
issued related to the sanctity of life is a 
divisive one in America today: the issue of 
abortion. 

Fewer than 20 years after the 1973 Su- 
preme Court ruling in Roe v. Wade, the 
prevalence of abortion on demand in the 
United States stands in stark contrast to our 
Nation’s most deeply held values and be- 
liefs. While sincere persons may disagree, 
my position is that the lives of both mother 
and child must be cherished and protected. 

Advances in science and technology con- 
tinue to provide evidence that the child de- 
veloping in the mother’s womb is a distinct, 
living individual who bears all the basic at- 
tributes of human personality. How terribly 
ironic that an unborn child in one medical 
facility may be carefully treated as a patient 
while at another facility—perhaps just a few 
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blocks away—another unborn child will 
become the innocent victim of abortion. 

Women and men who operate crisis preg- 
nancy centers across the country recognize 
the fear and desperation that compel some 
women to consider abortion. Yet they also 
know that, in a Nation as prosperous as 
ours, where people are known for their 
open hearts and their unfailing generosity, 
this tragic choice is unnecessary. 

On this occasion, we acknowledge the 
selflessness and compassion of all those vol- 
unteers who offer emotional, physical, and 
financial support to women facing crisis 
pregnancies. We also salute those coura- 
geous women who choose life for their 
unborn children and thank the dedicated 
counselors, social workers, and other profes- 
sionals who, where needed, offer assistance 
in adoption. As a Nation, we must continue 
to dismantle legal, financial, and attitudinal 
barriers to adoption, to make adopting 
easier for families who want children and 
who will give them loving homes—particu- 
larly children with special needs. 

On this ninth National Sanctity of Human 
Life Day, let us renew our determination to 
ensure that all, born and unborn, receive 
the protection and care they deserve. To- 
gether, let us choose life, so that America 
might always be known as a good and 
giving Nation, a Nation where the stranger 
is welcomed and the needy are served with 
dignity and kindness. That is the sure and 
noble path chosen at our Nation’s founding 
and the path to which we must always 
return. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 19, 
1992, as National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day. I call on all Americans to reflect on 
the sanctity of human life in all its stages 
and to gather in homes and places of wor- 
ship to give thanks for the gift of life and to 
reaffirm our commitment to respect the life 
and dignity of every human being. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of December, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-one, and of the Independence of 
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the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:02 a.m., December 23, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 24. 


Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Morris K. Udall Scholarship and 
Excellence in National Environmental 
Policy Act 

December 20, 1991 


With great regret, I am withholding my 
approval of S. 1176, the “Morris K. Udall 
Scholarship and Excellence in National En- 
vironmental Policy Act.” Although the bill 
has a worthy goal and attempts to honor a 
respected public servant, it would violate 
the Constitution. 

Under this bill, determinations about eli- 
gibility for Federal funds would be made by 
the Board of Trustees of a Foundation cre- 
ated by the bill. Of the Board’s nine voting 
members, four would be appointed by the 
leadership of the Congress, and one would 
be appointed by the President of the Uni- 
versity of Arizona. Under the Appointments 
Clause of the Constitution, however, the 
Congress may not reserve to itself the 
power to appoint those who execute the 
laws, nor may it vest such power in a 
person outside the Federal Government. 

In addition, the legislative history indi- 
cates that the members of the Board to be 
appointed by the congressional leadership 
might themselves be Members of Congress. 
Such appointments would raise serious 
problems under the Incompatibility and In- 
eligibility Clauses of the Constitution. 

Accordingly, I have decided not to sign 
the bill within 10 days after presentment. 
Because the Congress is adjourned, this 
means that the bill will not become a law. I 
stress that I am withholding my signature 
for constitutional reasons alone and not be- 
cause of any objection to the substantive 
goals of this bill or any lack of regard for 
Mo Udall. Representative Udall has had a 
long and distinguished public career. He 


has brought humor, intelligence, and dedi- 
cation to the discharge of his duties and 
earned the esteem of his colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle. 

Since funds appropriated to the Founda- 
tion will not be available until September 
30, 1992, sufficient time remains for the 
Congress to present me a bill without con- 
stitutional defects. My Administration will 
work with the Congress to enact such a bill 
promptly. 

I hope to sign legislation, early in the 
next session of the Congress, to honor Rep- 
resentative Udall in a constitutionally per- 
missible fashion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 20, 1991. 


Statement on Signing the Telephone 
Consumer Protection Act of 1991 


December 20, 1991 


Today I have signed into law S. 1462, the 
“Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 
1991.” This legislation is designed for the 
laudable purpose of protecting the privacy 
rights of telephone users. However, the Act 
could also lead to unnecessary regulation or 
curtailment of legitimate business activities. 
That is why the Administration opposed it 
when it was pending before the Congress. 
Indeed, the Administration is firmly op- 
posed to current congressional efforts to re- 
regulate the telecommunications industry. 

I have signed the bill because it gives the 
Federal Communications Commission 
ample authority to preserve legitimate busi- 
ness practices. These include automated 
calls to consumers with whom a business 
has preexisting business relationships, such 
as calls to notify consumers of the arrival of 
merchandise ordered from a catalog. I also 
understand that the Act gives the Commis- 
sion flexibility to adapt its rules to changing 
market conditions. I fully expect that the 
Commission will use these authorities to 
ensure that the requirements of the Act are 
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met at the least possible cost to the econo- 
my. 
George Bush 


The White House, 
December 20, 1991. 


Note: S. 1462, approved December 20, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-243. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 


central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





December 14 
Bonnie Bailey, of Terrytown, LA 


December 16 
Voices From the Streets, of Washington, DC 


December 17 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal, Mobile Unit 
NINE, Navy Diver/Hearing Impaired Student 
Tutoring Program, of Alameda, CA 


December 18 
SPINS/PLAN (Substance Prevention & Interven- 


tion Network in School/Pupils, Lawyers and 
Nurses) against Drugs, of Bronx, NY 


December 19 
Ralph Jones and the volunteers of the John 3:16 
Mission, of Tulsa, OK 


December 20 
Reverend Art Ernst, of Lexington, NE 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 


Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 
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December 14 
In the morning, the President met with 


President Carlos Salinas of Mexico at Camp 
David, MD. 


December 15 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended the “Christmas in Washing- 
ton” show at the Pension Building. 


December 16 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
fundraising dinner for Congressman Robert 
H. Michel at the Capitol Hill Club. 

Later in the evening, the President and 
Mrs. Bush hosted a Christmas reception on 
the State Floor at the White House. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Maj. Gen. Russell Clark Davis, of 
Virginia, to be Commanding General of the 
Militia of the District of Columbia. He 
would succeed Calvin G. Franklin. Current- 
ly Major General Davis serves as Air Na- 
tional Guard Assistant to the Commander of 
the Tactical Airlift Command at Langley 
Air Force Base, VA. 


December 17 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—the Advisory Committee of the Viet- 
nam Veterans Memorial Tenth Anni- 
versary; 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 

Bush hosted a Christmas reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. 











December 18 


In the morning, the President traveled to 
Dallas, TX. 


In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. 


December 19 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Presidential Business Leaders Delega- 
tion to Singapore, Korea, and Japan; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—the Domestic Policy Council. 

In the evening, the President participated 
in an America 2000 telephone conversation 
with Governor George Mickelson in Rapid 
City, South Dakota. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Shirley V. Peterson, of California, to 
be a member of the National Commission 
for Employment Policy for a term expiring 
September 30, 1994. She would succeed 
Frank D. McDonald. Currently Ms. Peter- 
son serves as corporate vice president of 
ethics and business conduct for the Nor- 
throp Corp. in Los Angeles, CA. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Robert S. Ross, Jr., of Pennsylva- 
nia, to be vice chairman of the Council of 
the Administrative Conference of the 
United States. He would succeed James C. 
Miller, III. Currently Mr. Ross serves as Di- 
rector of the Office of International Affairs 


at the Department of Justice in Washington, 
DC. 


December 20 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
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December 20—Continued 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 

In an Oval Office ceremony in the after- 
noon, the President signed the “National 
Sanctity of Life Day” proclamation. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Wednesday, November 27, no nomi- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The second session of 


the 102d Congress will convene on January 
3, 1992. 








Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released December 16 


Advance text: 
Remarks by the President on signing the 
Year of Thanksgiving for the Blessings of 


Liberty proclamation in Orange County, 
VA 


Released December 18—Continued 
Advance text: 
Remarks on signing the Intermodal Surface 


Transportation Efficiency Act. 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials 
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Released December 18—Continued 


Fact sheet: 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficien- 
cy Act 


Released December 20 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the President’s trip to 
Australia, Singapore, Korea, and Japan—by 
Chief of Staff Samuel K. Skinner and Secre- 
tary of Commerce Robert A. Mosbacher 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved December 17 


S. 1193 / Public Law 102-238 
Technical Amendments to Various Indian 
Laws Act of 1991 


Approved December 17—Continued 


S. 1891 / Public Law 102-239 

To permit the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to waive certain recovery 
requirements with respect to the construc- 
tion or remodeling of facilities, and for 
other purposes 


Approved December 18 


H.R. 2950 / Public Law 102-240 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficien- 
cy Act of 1991 


Approved December 19 


H.R. 1776 / Public Law 102-241 
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1991 


S. 543 / Public Law 102-242 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation Improvement Act of 1991 


Approved December 20 


S. 1462 / Public Law 102-243 
Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 
1991 








Subject Index 


Administration of George Bush, 1991 


ABC Sports—1792 
Abortion—1610, 1684, 1685 
Administrative Conference of the U.S.—1473 
Adoption Week, National—1733, 1734 
Advisory commissions, committees, and coun- 
cils—1409, 1410, 1434, 1709, 1829 
Agency. See other part of subject 
Aging, Federal Council on the—1674 
Agriculture 
Farming—1800 
Trade negotiations and agreements. See Com- 
merce, international 
Agriculture, Department of 
Assistant Secretary—1393 
Deputy Secretary—1811 
Rural Telephone Bank—1434 
Secretary—1374, 1402, 1483, 1607, 1695, 1798, 
1801, 1803 
Under Secretary—1607 
AID. See Development Cooperation Agency, U.S. 
International 
AIDS. See Health and medical care 
Alaska 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge—1560 
Republican Party event—1803 
Alaska Natives, Joint Federal-State Commission 
on Policies and Programs Affecting—1473 
Albania, U.S. Ambassador—1575 
Alice Deal Junior High School—1375 
Alzheimer’s Disease Month, National—1631 
America 2000. See Education, quality 
American. See other part of subject 
Andrew Mellon Dinner—1435, 1437 
Angola, National Union for the Total Independ- 
ence of, president—1417 
Anorexia Bulimia Care, 
MA—1408 
Arab Americans—1675 
Argentina 
Law enforcement cooperation with U.S.—1547 
Nuclear weapons nonproliferation agreement— 
1825 
President—1661, 1674, 1825 
Arizona 
Education reform—1812 
Governor—1812 
Armed Forces, U.S. 
International role. 
region 
Reserves—1418 


Inc., Lincoln Center, 


See specific country or 


Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, U.S.— 
1416 
Arms and munit‘ons 
See also Nuclear weapons 
Arms control negotiations and agreements— 
1598, 1603, 1725, 1819 
Biological and chemical weapons—1527, 1603, 
1757 
Export controls—1459 
Trident submarine—1416 
Art, National Gallery of—1437 
Arts, National Council on the. See Arts and the 
Humanities, National Foundation on the 
Arts, National Endowment for the. See Arts and 
the Humanities, National Foundation on the 
Arts and the Humanities, National Foundation on 
the 
Arts, National Council on the—1410, 1674 
Arts, National Endowment for the—1671 
Humanities, National Council on the—1675 
Museum Services Board, National—1435, 1547 
Asia-Pacific region 
Trade with U.S.—1640, 1793 
U.S. military role—1640 
Asia Society—1639 
Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc.—1514 
Associated Press Managing Editors—1455 
Atomic Energy Agency, International—1825 
Australia, President Bush’s visit—1592, 1594 
Austria, Chancellor—1435 
Automobile industry, electric vehicles—1502 
Award. See other part of subject 


Bahamas, extradition treaty with U.S.—1524 

Bahrain 
Ambassador to U.S.—-1738 
Amir—1446 

Ballet Folklérico de Mexico—1571 

Bangladesh, Ambassador to U.S.—1738 

Bank of Credit and Commerce International— 
1507 

Banking—1367, 1555, 1820 

Barbados, Ambassador to U.S.—1738 

Beacon Council—1366 

Bell Atlantic—1454 

Benin, President—1589, 1590 

Board. See other part of subject 

Bolivia, trade with U.S.—1757 

Bone Marrow Transplant Volunteers of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, 
NE—1513 








Administration of George Bush, 1991 


Boy Scout Troop 4, Ann Arbor, MI—1781 
Brazil 
Nuclear weapons nonproliferation agreement— 
1825 
President—1825 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, National—1500 
Brunei, U.S. Ambassador—1739 
Budget, Federal 
Defense spending—1596 
Deficit—1504, 1507, 1642, 1691 
Fiscal year 1991—1380 
Fiscal year 1992—1525 
Rescissions and deferrals—1365 
Bulgaria 
American University inauguration ceremony, 
U.S. delegation—1571 
Trade with U.S.—1643, 1756 
Bulgarian-American Enterprise Fund—1612 
Bureau. See other part of subject 
Burma (Myanmar), National League for Democ- 
racy, leader—1445 
Business and industry 
See also specific industry 
Education, role—1716 
Productivity and competitiveness—1581, 1745, 
1747 
Small and minority business—1523, 1779 
Business Press Association, American—1453 


Cabinet 
See also specific position 
Meetings with President—1417, 1433 
California 
Ontario Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs—1773 
President’s visits—1613, 1771, 1773 
Camp Baskervill, Pawley’s Island, SC—1673 
Canada, trade with U.S.—1358 
Catholic Education Association, National—1613 
CBS—1828 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Director Gates—1382, 1402, 1493, 1592, 1628 
Foreign intelligence role—1403, 1493 
CFE. See Arms and munitions, arms control ne- 
gotiations and agreements 
Chicago Board of Trade—1797 
Chicago Bulls—1378 
Chicago Mercantile Exchange—1797 
Child Health Day—1415 
Children’s Day, National—1430 
Christian Schools, Association of—1739 
Christmas—1807, 1817, 1829, 1830 
Christmas Seals—1708 
CIA. See Central Intelligence Agency 
Circle K International—1739 
Cities, National League of—1821 
Civil Justice Reform—1484, 1485, 1559 
Civil rights 
Discrimination—1700, 1701 
Proposed legislation—1503, 1505, 1511, 1694 
Sexual harassment—1458, 1497 
Civil Rights Act of 1991—1699, 1701 


A-2 





Civilian Employees Remembrance Day, Feder- 
al—1750 
Clean Water Year and Month, 1992—1826 
Cable News Network—1792 
COCOM. See Coordinating Committee for Multi- 
lateral Security Export Controls 
Colombia, trade with U.S.—1757 
Columbus Day—1425 
Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Commission, 
Christopher—1829 
Combined Federal Campaign. See Government 
agencies and employees 
Commerce, Department of 
Export controls, administration—1460, 1461 
Secretary—1463, 1479, 1731 
Commerce, international 
See also specific country or subject; Economy, 
international 
Exports, U.S.—1747 
Free and fair trade—1620, 1623, 1660, 1793 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)— 
1480, 1756, 1769 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the US. 
(HTS)—1358, 1422, 1756, 1769 
Military exports. See Arms and munitions, 
export controls 
Tariff Schedules of the U.S. (TSUS)—1360 
Trade negotiations and agreements—1358, 
1368, 1422, 1423, 1463, 1479, 1523, 1620, 
1622, 1647, 1668, 1756, 1757, 1801 
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1992, 
Departments of —1529 
Commission. See other part of subject 
Committee. See other part of subject 
Community Center Month—1490 
Community Kitchen, Chattanooga, TN—1828 
Competitiveness Council—1484, 1592, 1777 
Computers. See Science and technology 
Conference. See other part of subject 
Congo, Prime Minister—1830 
Congress 
Abuse of congressional privileges—1400 
Confirmation process, reform proposals—1497- 
1499, 1506, 1508, 1510, 1554 
Domestic legislation, role—1473, 1636, 1736 
Term limitations—1566, 1596 
Congress of Cities—1821 
Connecticut Institute for the Blind Adult Day- 
care Program, Windsor, CT—1738 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, International 
Commission for the—1409 
Consumers Week, National—1465 
Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty Imple- 
mentation Act of 1991—1819 
Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Security 
Export Controls—1460 
Costa Rica 
Economic assistance—1427 
President—1426 











Council. See other part of subject 
Country music awards, 25th anniversary—1396 
Country Music Month—1451 
Credit cards—1636, 1649, 1658, 1669 
Crime. See Law enforcement and crime 
Crime Prevention Month—1461 
Crime Stoppers International—1383 
CSCE. See Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
Conference on 
Cuba, President—1369, 1690 
Cuba Broadcasting, Advisory Board for—1572 
Cyprus 
Conflict resolution—1703, 1808-1810 
President—1704 
United Nations Special Representatives—1703 
U.S. Special Coordinator—1703 
Czechoslovakia 
Emigration policy—1455 
Joint declaration on cooperation—1481 
President—1479, 1514 
Trade with U.S.—1480, 1757, 1780 


Defense, Department of 

Assistant Secretary—1587 

Budget—1596 

Deputy Secretary—1739, 1811 

Deputy Under Secretary—1381 

Director of Defense Research and Engineer- 

ing—1380 
Joint Chiefs of Staff—1506 
Secretary—1433, 1457, 1571,1596, 1696, 1731, 
1738 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Years 1992 

and 1993, National—1769 
Defense and national security, 

1528, 1629, 1758, 1770 
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board—1472 
Defense Service Medal, National—1418 
Delaware Pre-Release Program at the Delaware 

Correctional Centers, Smyrna, DE—1513 
Denmark 

Prime Minister—1473 

U.S. Ambassador—1626 
Department. See other part of subject 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal—1554 
Development Cooperation Agency, U.S. Interna- 


intelligence— 


tional 
Development, Agency for International 
(AID)—1392, 1704, 1811 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation 


(OPIC)—1480 
Dire emergency appropriations and disaster as- 
sistance legislation—1819 
Disability Employment Awareness Month, Na- 
tional—1419 
Disabled persons, accessible housing—1728 
Disaster assistance 
American Samoa hurricane—1830 
Guam typhoon—1782 
Marshall Islands typhoon—1828 
Massachusetts storm—1613 





Subject Index to Issues 40-50 


Disaster assistance—Continued 
Micronesia typhoon—1829 
New Hampshire storm—1674 
Washington fires—1674 
Discrimination. See Civil rights 
District of Columbia, statehood—1687 
District of Columbia Mental Health Program As- 
sistance Act of 1991—1575 
District of Columbia Month, Bicentennial of 
the—1825 
Domestic policy 
See also specific subject 
Administration’s legislative agenda—1371, 
1387, 1519, 1559, 1635, 1655, 1659, 1668, 
1680, 1694, 1706, 1718 
Federal role—1824 
Down Syndrome Awareness Month, National— 
1477 
Drug abuse and trafficking 
See also Law enforcement and crime 
International enforcement cooperation—1524, 
1580 
Prevention efforts—1719, 1821, 1823 
Drug Advisory Council, President’s—1674, 1675 
Drug Control Policy, Office of National—1479, 
1821 
Drug-Free America, National Red Ribbon Week 
for a—1511 
Duck Stamp Design Award winner, 1991 Feder- 
- al—1709 
Dutch-American Heritage Day—1666 


Eaton Corp.—1454 
Economic Advisers, Council of—1811 
Economic Policy Council—1421, 1434 
Economy, international. See specific country; 
Commerce, international 
Economy, national 
Growth—1400, 1402, 1417, 1421, 1455, 1504, 
1518, 1519, 1562, 1566, 1577, 1578, 1596, 
1609, 1611, 1648, 1650, 1653, 1669, 1681, 
1686, 1690, 1692, 1694, 1736, 1762 
Inflation and interest rates—1636, 1658, 1967, 
1969, 1722, 1779 
Proposed economic legislation—1717, 
1731, 1746, 1748, 1755, 1763, 1765, 
1775, 1799, 1802 
Ecuador, trade with U.S.—1757 
Education 
Adult education—1724 
College costs—1779 
Dropout rate—1376 
Funding—1724 
Math and science programs—1397 
Parental involvement—1395 
Quality—1366, 1371, 1375, 1387, 1394, 1398, 
1560, 1569, 1646, 1670, 1680, 1714, 1723, 
1742, 1776, 1805, 1812 
Education, Department of 
Fiscal years 1989 and 1990, reports—1434 
Secretary—1366, 1398 


1730, 
1772, 





Administration of George Bush, 1991 


Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans, 
President’s Advisory Commission on—1665 
Educational Research and Improvement, Nation- 
al Advisory Council on—i410, 1434 
El] Salvador, U.S. Ambassador—1380 
-Eldercare Access Center Mobile Meals, Oklaho- 
ma City, OK—1513 
Election Commission, Federal—1709 
Elections 
Congressional. See specific State 
Gubernatorial. See specific State 
Presidential campaign—1382, 1402, 1577, 
1634, 1654, 1688, 1691, 1760, 1763, 1764, 
1767 
Elementary Award for Excellence in Mathemat- 
ics and Science Teaching, Presidential—1397 
Emergency Management Agency, Federal— 
1613, 1674, 1782, 1819 
Employment and unemployment 
Equal opportunity—1701 
Hiring quotas—1694, 1700 
Job creation—1401 
Parental leave legislation—1404 
Rates—1771 
Sexual harassment. See Civil rights 
Travel and tourism—1520 
Unemployment benefits—1381, 1399, 1432, 
1443, 1548, 1558, 1568, 1576, 1582, 1638, 
1648, 1655, 1668, 1707, 1758 
Endangered Species Committee—1708 
Energy 
Alternative fuels—1502 
National energy strategy—1517 
Energy, Department of, Assistant Secretaries— 
1585 


Enterprise for the Americas Initiative—1427 
Enterprise Institute, American—1752 
Environment 
Oil pollution—1466 
Recycling—1550, 1551, 1588 
Water quality—1826 
Environment and _ Conservation 
Awards, President’s—1549 
Environmental Protection Agency—1530, 1552 
Environmental Youth Awards—1588 
Estonia 
Ambassador to U.S.—1738 
Trade with U.S.—1757 
Europe 
Defense and security—1599, 1618 
Reforms, political and economic—1601, 1619 
Trade with U.S.—1461, 1593, 1620 
U.S. military role—1604, 1607 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment—1480 
European Community—1608, 1617, 1619, 1620, 
1807 
Exceptional Service, Presidential Award for— 
1814 
Executive Office of the President. See specific 
office or council 


Challenge 


A-4 





Export Council, President’s—1408 
Exports, U.S. See Commerce, international 


Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service—1435 

Family Caregivers Week, National—1729 

Family Week, National—1698 

Farm-City Week, National—1697 

Farming. See Agriculture 

FBI. See Justice, Department of, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 

Federal. See other part of subject 

Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth— 
1409 

Finland, U.S. Ambassador—1678 

Firefighters Day, National—1418 

Fish and Wildlife Foundation, National—1572 

Fishing agreements. See Maritime affairs 

Florida, President’s visits—1361, 1364-1366, 
1408, 1744 

Food assistance 
Domestic policies and programs—1713 
Soviet Union—1374 

Foreign Assets Control, Office of. See Treasury, 
Department of the 

Foreign policy, U.S. See specific country, region, 
or subject 

Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 
1992 and 1993—1526 

Fortune 500—1667 

Foundation. See other part of subject 

France, President—1405, 1605, 1613 

Fraternal Congress of America, National—1393 

Free Medical Clinic, Cleveland, OH—1433 

Freedom, Presidential Medal of—1677, 1814 

Fresh Force, Minneapolis, MN—1408 

Future Farmers of America—1645 


Gas Association, American—1517 
Geiger Brothers Adopt-a-School Program, Lewis- 
ton, ME—1707 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). See Commerce, international, trade 
negotiations and agreements 
Generalized System of Preferences. See Com- 
merce, international 
Geography Awareness Week—1742 
German-American Day—1389, 1391 
Germany 
Chancellor—1605, 1613 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1389 
Trade with U.S.—1360, 1361 
Global Protection Against Limited Strikes—1452 
Goochland Fellowship and Family Service 
(GFFS), Goochland, VA—1781 
Government agencies and employees 
Combined Federal Campaign—1708 
Cost control—1777 
Ethics—1497 
Funding—1380, 1667 
Public service—1495 
Recycling programs—1550, 1551, 1588 

















Government agencies and employees— 
Continued 
Regulatory reform—1591 
Travel, transportation, 

penses—1735 

Government Ethics, Office of—1499 

GPALS. See Global Protection Against Limited 
Strikes 

Grass Roots Organization Political Action Com- 
mittee—1674 

Greece 
Cyprus conflict resolution, role. See Cyprus 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1704 
Prime Minister—1703, 1808, 1810, 1830 

Greek Orthodox Patriarch—1433 

GSP. See Commerce, international 

Guam 
Typhoon—1782 
World War II anniversary ceremony, Presi- 

dent’s representative—1782 
Guatemala, President—1380 


and subsistence ex- 


Haiti 
Ambassador to U.S.—1408 
Economic sanctions—1532, 1533, 1690 
Military coup—1382, 1396, 1399 
President—1396, 1399, 1406, 1532, 1690 
Refugees—1689 
U.S. national emergency, declaration—1406 
Hanukkah—1744, 1782 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the U.S. See Com- 
merce, international 
Harry S Truman Scholarship Foundation—1433 
Hawaii, President’s visit—1785, 1787, 1789, 1792 
Hawthorne Elementary School, Salt Lake City, 
UT—1589 
Health and Human Services, Department of 
Assistant Secretary—1645 
Deputy Secretary—1491 
Secretary—1575, 1610, 1684 
Health and medical care 


Acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS)—1606, 1649, 1655, 1657, 1687, 1693, 
1720, 1794 


Cancer—1500 
Health care reform—1608, 1654, 1777 
Mental health—1575 
High-Performance Computing Act of 1991—1794 
Hispanic Americans—1665, 1766 
Historic Preservation, Advisory Council on—1829 
Home Care Week, National—1743 
Homeownership and Opportunity for People Ev- 
erywhere (HOPE)—1530 
Hospice Month, National—1591 
Hostages—1483, 1679, 1685, 1742, 1750, 1759, 
1761, 1778, 1813, 1814 
Housing, public housing—1530 
Housing Month, National Accessible—1728 
Housing and Urban Development, Department 
of, funding—1530 
Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and 
Human Rights Week—1796 
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Humanities, National Council on the. See Arts 
and the Humanities, National Foundation on 
the 

Hungary 
Ambassador to U.S.—1738 
Prime Minister—1406 
Trade with U.S.—1757, 1780 


Iceland, President—1421 
Illinois, President’s visit—1797, 1800 
Illinois Farm Bureau—1800 
Indian and Alaska Native Culture and Arts De- 
velopment, Institute of American—1434, 1473, 
1514 
Indian Heritage Month, National American— 
1546 
Indians, American 
Native American Cultural Center feasibility 
study—1795 
Tribal government relationship with Federal 
Government—1758 
Inflation. See Economy, national 
Information Agency, U.S.—1452, 1528 
Institute. See other part of subject 
Intelligence Authorization Act, 
1992—1758 
Interest rates. See Economy, national 
Interior, Department of the 
Chief Financial Officer—1708 
Secretary—1795 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1991—1808 
International. See other part of subject 
Investigation, Federal Bureau of. See Justice, De- 
partment of 
Iran 
Economic sanctions—1461 
President—1404 
U.S. national emergency, continuation—1632 
Iraq 
See also Persian Gulf conflict 
Arms shipments—1461 
Economic sanctions—1446 
President—1404, 1446, 1597, 1721 
Israel 
Economic assistance—1401 
Prime Minister—1709 
Trade with U.S.—1360, 1361 
Violence in occupied territories—1531, 1542 
Italian-American Foundation, National—1413 
Italy, 
Ambassador to U.S.—1408, 1413 
President—1613 
President Bush’s visit—1597-1599, 1604, 1613 
Prime Minister—1613 


Fiscal Year 


Jamaica, law enforcement cooperation with 


U.S.—1517 


James Madison Memorial Fellowship Founda- 
tion—1433 
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Japan 
President Bush’s visit—1592, 1594, 1610 
Prime Minister—1791, 1792 
Trade with U.S.—1641, 1650, 1793 
Jewish Americans—1674 
Jewish Family Service of Colorado, 
CO—1828 
Justice, Department of 
Attorney General—1473, 1696, 1731 
Civil justice reform, role—1487-1490 
Federal Bureau of Investigation—1439, 1497, 
1510 
Federal Prison Industries—1472 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commission of the 
United States—1675 
U.S. Marshals Service—1699 
U.S. Parole Commission—1739 
VANPAC Task Force—1473 
Victims of Crime, Office of —1675 


KCNC Television—1692 
Kennedy Center. See Smithsonian Institution 
Kentucky 
President’s visit—1383, 1385, 1409 
Republican Party event—1385 
Key Club International—1739 
KHOU Television—1576 
King’s Messenger Puppeteers, San Bernardino, 
CA—1472 
KMOV Television—1652 
KNBC Television—1690 
Korea, Republic of 
Driftnet fishing agreement with U.S.—1463 
President Bush’s visit—1592, 1594 
Trade with U.S.—1641 
KPLR Television—1654 
KPRC Television—1562 
KSDK Television—1650 
KTRK Television—1578 
KTVI Television—1648 
Kuwait 
See also Persian Gulf conflict 
Amir—1372 
Oil well fires—1597 


Labor Relations Authority, Federal—1675, 1829 
Latin America. See specific country 
Latvia, trade with U.S.—1757 
Law enforcement and crime 
See also Drug abuse and trafficking; Justice, 
Department of 
Drunk driving—1642 
International cooperation—1500, 1517, 1547, 
1644 
Pornography—1429 
Proposed crime legislation—1384, 1387, 1449, 
1576, 1580, 1725, 1732 
Law Enforcement Memorial Dedication Day, Na- 
tional—1448, 1450 
Lebanon, hostages—1483, 1679, 1685, 
1750, 1759, 1761, 1778, 1813, 1814 
Lecture Series, Presidential—1433 


Denver, 


1742, 
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Legal Services Corporation—1529 
Lesotho, Ambassador to U.S.—1408 
Libraries and Information Science, 
Commission on—1434, 1473 
Libya, terrorism, role—1682, 1688, 1706, 1735 
Life Issues for the Elderly (LIFE), Charlottesville, 
VA—1472 
Lithuania, trade with U.S.—1757 
Louisiana 
Gubernatorial 
1656, 1679 
President’s visit—1369 
Republican Party event—1369 
Luxembourg, Ambassador to U.S.—1738 


Mag Instrument—1771 
Maine, President’s visit—1612 
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Awards—1581 
Malta, Ambassador to U.S.—1408 
Management and Budget, Office of—1488, 1489, 
1552, 1592, 1699 
Manufacturers Executive Committee, National 
Association of—-1782 
Maritime affairs 
Driftnet fishing, 
1462 
Tuna imports to U.S.—1360, 1479 
Marlow Industries—1581 
Marshall Islands 
Trade with U.S.—1359 
Typhoon—1828 
Maryland, President’s visit—1438 
Massachusetts, coastal storm—1613 
Match-Two Prisoner Outreach Program of the 
Richmond J. Donovan Correction Facility, San 
Diego, CA—1433 
Medal, William J. Donovan—1494 
Medical care. See Health and medical care 
Mental Illness Awareness Week—1420 
Mexico 
President—1368, 1571, 1799 
Trade with U.S.—1479 
Micronesia 
Trade with U.S.—1359 
Typhoon—1829 
Middle East 
See also specific country; Hostages; Palestin- 
ians; Persian Gulf conflict 
Peace efforts, U.S. and international—1401, 
1464, 1491, 1503, 1504, 1531, 1534, 1537, 
1542-1544, 1572 
Military Appeals, U.S. Court of—1408 
Military Families Recognition Day, National— 
1705 
Minnesota Twins—1555 
Mississippi 
Governor-elect—1738 
President’s visit—1747 
Missouri 
President’s visit—1645, 1648, 1650, 1652, 1654, 
1656 


National 


election—1509, 1595, 1653, 


international agreements— 








Missouri—Continued 
Republican Party event—1656 
Mongolia, Ambassador to U.S.—1738 
Montana 
Education reform—1805 
Governor—1806 
Mose and Garrison Siskin Memorial Foundation 
Pre-School, Chattanooga, TN—1612 
Museum Services Board, National. See Arts and 
the Humanities, National Foundation on the 
Myanmar. See Burma 


National. See other part of subject 

Native Americans. See Indians, American 

NATO. See North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

Negro Educational Emergency Drive (NEED), 
Pittsburgh, PA—1781 

Neon Enterprises—1454 

Nepal, Ambassador to U.S.—1738 

Netherlands 
President Bush’s visit—1613, 1617, 1620, 1624 
Prime Minister—1617, 1620 
Queen—1613 

New American Schools Development Corpora- 
tion—1398, 1410 

New Hampshire, coastal storm—1674 

New York 
President’s visit—1634, 1639, 1674 
Republican Party event—1634 

Nobel Peace Prize—1445 

North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organiza- 
tion, Council and Commissions of the—1829 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization—1435, 1593, 
1597-1599, 1604, 1607, 1609, 1613, 1618, 1807 

North Dakota 41st Air Force Junior Reserve Offi- 
cer Training Corps Squadron, Fargo, ND— 
1433 

Northern Mariana Islands, U.S. Special Repre- 
sentative—1433 

Norway, Queen—1421 

Nuclear weapons 
Arms control negotiations and agreements— 

1416, 1452, 1598, 1603, 1604, 1726, 1825 
Nonproliferation—1777 
Production and disposal controls, verification 
measures—1416 

Reduction proposals—1364, 1405, 1441, 1535 
Strategic defense programs—1452 

Nutrition Monitoring Advisory Council, Nation- 
al—1709 


Office. See other part of subject 

Ohio, President’s visit—1714, 1717, 1720, 1723, 
1738 

Olympic Dinner—1409 

Operation SHARE, Phoenix, AZ—1738 

OPIC. See Development Cooperation Agency, 
U.S. International 

Organization. See other part of subject 

Overseas Private Investment Corporation 
Agency, U.S. International. See Development 
Cooperation Agency, U.S. International 


Subject Index to Issues 40-50 


Pacific region. See Asia-Pacific region 
Palestinians—1544 
Panama 
Government assets held by U.S.—1392 
Law enforcement cooperation with U.S.—1500 
Panama Canal Commission—1433 
Panama Canal Consultative Committee—1739 
Peace Corps—1409 
Pearl Harbor—1650, 1741, 1750, 1770, 1785, 
1787, 1789, 1792, 1828 
Peavey Electronics--1747 
Pennsylvania 
President’s visit—1409 
Republican Party event—1409 
Senatorial election—1590, 1595, 1608, 1649 
Persian Gulf conflict 
See also specific country 
Kuwaiti oil fields and installations—1597 
News media coverage—1457 
Post-conflict assessment—1372 
Peru, trade with U.S.—1757 
Philanthropy Day, National—1672 
Pioneer Potlatch, The Dalles, OR—1828 
Points of Light Recognition Program—1357, 
1361, 1364, 1365, 1408, 1432, 1453, 1472, 
1513, 1571, 1612, 1673, 1707, 1738, 1781, 1828 
Poison Prevention Week, National—1627 
Poland, trade with U.S.—1781 
Polish-American Heritage Month—1424 
Pollution. See Environment 
Pornography. See Law enforcement and crime 
Postal Rate Commission—1409 
Postal Service, U.S.—1474 
Presidency, national security responsibilities— 
1405 
Presidential. See other part of subject 
President’s. See other part of subject 
Professor of the Year—1474 
Project C.A.R.E. (Caring Always Reaps Enjoy- 
ment), Wanamassa, NJ—1472 
Public service. See Government agencies and em- 
ployees 


Radon Action Week, National—1407 

Real Estate Industry Association—1781 

Reconstruction and Development, International 
Bank for—1409, 1480 

Recycling and Procurement Policy, Council on 
Federal—1551 

Red Lobster Restaurants—1454 

Red Ribbon Month, National—1642 

Refugee Day—1522 

Refugees, Haiti—1689 

Regulatory reform. See Government agencies and 
employees 

Religious Alliance Against Pornography—1429 

Republican Congressional Committee, National— 
1708 

Republican National Committee—1708, 1709 

Republican Party 
Congressional leadership—1548 
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Republican Party—Continued 
President’s Club Dinner—1514 
State party organizations, fundraisers, etc. See 
specific State 
Republican Senatorial Committee, 
1409, 1434 
Reserve System, Federal—1367 
Resolution Trust Corporation Refinancing, Re- 
structuring, and Improvement Act of 1991— 
1820 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library—1586, 1613 
Rural America, President’s Council on—1473 
Ruth House Ministries, Tampa, FL—1612 
Ryder and Walker Cup Teams—1409 


Saint Joseph’s Chapin Street Health Center, 
South Bend, IN—1433 
Salary Council, Federal—1708 
Samoa, American, hurricane—1830 
Scholars, Commission on Presidential—1473 
Science Foundation, National—1530 
Science and technology 
Computers—1794 
Research and development—1530 
Space program. See Space program 
Science and Technology, President’s Council of 
Advisors on—1675 
Sciences, National Academy of—1398 
SDI. See Nuclear weapons, strategic defense pro- 
grams 
Securities and Exchange Commission—1514 
Securities Investor Protection Corp.—1410 
Security, national. See Defense and national secu- 
rity 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, Conference 
on—1601, 1602 
Security Council, National 
Assistant to President for National Security Af- 
fairs—1731, 1829 
Deputy Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs—1685 
Special Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs—1543 
Security Telecommunications Advisory Commit- 
tee, President’s National—1434 
Senegal, economic assistance—1644 
Senior Volunteers of the Elvin Hill Elementary 
School, Columbiana, AL—1408 
Sentencing Commission, U.S.—1514 
Singapore, President Bush’s visit—1592, 1594 
Small business. See Business and industry 
Smithsonian Institution 
Advisory Committee on the Arts, John F. Ken- 
nedy Center for the Performing Arts—1829 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts—1828 
South Africa 
African National Congress—1760 
Economic sanctions—1460 
South King County Multi-Service Center Literacy 
Program, Federal Way, WA—1738 
South America. See specific country 


National— 
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Southern Newspaper Publishers Association— 
1679 
Southside Preparatory Association, Inc., Syracuse, 
NY—1673 
Soviet Union. See Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics 
Space program, funding—1530 
Spain 
Deputy Prime Minister—1572 
President Bush’s visit—1534, 1540, 1543, 1572 
Prime Minister—1540, 1572 
Sports 
Baseball, World Series champions—1555 
Basketball, NBA champions—1378 
Golf, Ryder and Walker Cup Teams—1409 
START. See Nuclear weapons, arms control nego- 
tiations and agreements 
State, Department of 
Ambassdors. See specific country 
Assistant Secretary—1528 
Deputy Secretary—1811 
Employment of Soviet nationals, Moscow Em- 
bassy—1501 
Secretary—1402, 1406, 1407, 1434, 1435, 1441, 
1461, 1463, 1464, 1503, 1514, 1527-1529, 
1533, 1537, 1540, 1541, 1545, 1608, 1613, 
1641, 1668, 1704, 1708, 1709, 1731, 1739, 
1781, 1782, 1803, 1820, 1829, 1830 
State Governments, Council of—1708 
State Highway and Transportation, American As- 
sociation of —1830 
State Legislatures, National Conference of—1708 
State and local governments 
Education, role—1372, 1724 
Environment, role—1551 
States, Organization of American—1382, 1399 
Strategic Services, Office of —1492 
Student Loan Marketing Association—1674 
Student Volunteers of DePauw University, 
Greencastle, IN—1513 
Sunlight Club, Inc., Washington, PA—1571 
Supreme Court of the U.S.—1428, 1431, 1438, 
1441, 1443, 1444, 1452, 1458, 1464, 1684 
Syria, economic sanctions—1461 


Taiwan, driftnet fishing agreement with U.S.— 
1463 
Tariff Schedules of the U.S. See Commerce, inter- 
national 
Taxation 
Capital gains—1367, 1456, 1504, 1560, 1566, 
1576, 1579, 1609, 1636, 1641, 1647, 1718, 
1746, 1755, 1779, 1802 
Tax cut proposals—1508, 1606 
Team 100 Dinner—1473 
Tennessee, President’s visit—1396 
Terrorism 
See also specific country or region 
Pan American plane crash in Scotland—1682, 
1688, 1706, 1735 





Texas 
Governor—1580 
President’s visit—1557, 1562, 1565, 1572, 1576, 
1578, 1581, 1584 
Republican Party events—1557, 1565, 1573 
Thanks-Giving Square—1584 


Thailand 
Prime Minister—1782 
Queen—1571 


Thanksgiving Day—1713, 1736 

Thanksgiving Foundation, National—1573 

Tourism Policy Council, 1990 report—1473 

Toys for Tots—1782 

Trade. See Commerce, international 

Trade Commission, U.S. International—1514, 
1828, 1830 

Trade Policy and Negotiations, Advisory Commit- 
tee for—1434 

Trade Representative, Office of the U.S.—1575, 
1696, 1801 

Transportation 
Highways—1548, 1808, 1830 
Proposed legislation—1652 

Transportation, Department of 
Deputy Secretary—1699 
Federal Aviation Administration—1705 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Nation- 

al—1548 

Secretary—1781, 1808 

Transportation and Related Agencies Appropria- 
tions Act, 1992, Department of—1526 

Travel and tourism—1520 

Treasury, Department of the 
Assistant Secretary—1393 
Deputy Secretary—1811 
Foreign Assets Control, Office of —1392 
Secretary—1402, 1406, 1483, 1514, 1532, 1696, 

1708, 1782 

Under Secretary—1536 

Treasury, Postal Service and General Govern- 
ment Appropriations Act, 1992—1525 

Tribal Self-Governance Demonstration Project 
Act—1758 

Tropicana Products, Inc.—1744 

Turkey 
Cyprus conflict resolution, role. See Cyprus 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1704 
President—1703 
Prime Minister—1703 

Twelve Together Program, Detroit, MI—1571 


Ukrainian American leaders—1739 
Unemployment. See Employment and unemploy- 
ment 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Arms control negotiations and agreements— 
1726 
Economic assistance—1374, 1536, 1539, 1590, 
1811 
Food assistance—1483, 1607, 1695 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Pankin—1464 


Subject Index to Issues 40-59 


Union of Soviet Socialist Republics—Continued 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Russia—1731 
Patriarch of Moscow—1675 
President—1368, 1370, 1413, 1534, 1543, 1572, 
1603, 1607, 1684, 1778, 1827 
President of the Republic of Armenia—1665 
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan—1778 
President of the Republic of Kyrgystan—1514 
President of the Republic of Russia—1370, 
1539, 1778, 1824, 1828 
President of the Republic of Ukraine—1777, 
1778, 1782 
Reforms, political and economic—1598, 1620, 
1768, 1803, 1820 
Safeguarding nuclear weapons—1777, 
1828 
Senior Adviser to President—1683, 1684 
Trade with U.S.—1422, 1423, 1757 
U.S. Ambassador—1803, 1829 
U.S. Embassy—1501 
United Kingdom, Prime Minister—1597, 1613, 
1622 
United Nations 
Assistant Secretary-General—1814 
Cyprus conflict resolution, role. See Cyprus 
Economic and Social Council, U.S. Representa- 
tive—1514 
General Assembly, U.S. Representatives—1515 
Middle East peace efforts, role. See Middle East 
Secretary-General Ghali—1760 
Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar—1703, 
1742, 1750, 1759, 1809, 1813, 1814 
Weapons nonproliferation, role—1603 
United Nations Day—1477 
U.S. See other part of subject 
University Migrant Services, Fresno, CA—1707 
Upper Colorado River Commission—1829 
Urban Education Project of the Denver Audubon 
Society, Denver, CO—1612 
Uruguay, law enforcement 
U.S.—1644 
Uruguay round tariff negotiations. See Com- 
merce, international, trade negotiations and 
agreements 


1820, 


cooperation with 


Vatican City 
Pope—1604, 1613 
President Bush’s visit—1604, 1613 

Veteran Week, Hire a—1633 

Veterans Affairs, Department of, funding—1530 

Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment, and Independent Agencies Appropria- 
tions Act, 1992, Departments of—1529 

Veterans’ Compensation Rate Amendments of 
1991—1632 

Veterans Day—1388, 1617, 1626 

Veterans of Foreign Wars—1410 

Vetoes, Presidential—1432, 1684, 1685 

Victory Awards—1708 
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Vietnam Veterans of America—1514 

Virginia, President’s visit—1626, 1628 

Voice of America. See Information Agency, U.S. 

Voluntarism—1357, 1379, 1672 

Volunteer Action Award, amendment, 
dent’s—1702 

Volunteers of Johnson Elementary School, Cedar 
Rapids, [IA—1707 

Volunteers of O.W. Motivational, Inc., Cincinnati, 
OH—1707 


Washington, fires—1674 
WBNS Television—1717 
WCMH Television—1720 
Weapons. See Arms and munitions 
Wegmans Food Markets—1453 
Western Samoa, Prime Minister—1421 
White Cane Safety Day—1374 
White House Fellowships, President’s Commis- 
sion on—1433 
White House Office 
Assistant to President for National Security Af- 
fairs—1731, 1829 
Assistant to President and Press Secretary— 
1380, 1406, 1417, 1421, 1445, 1452, 1483, 
1491, 1524, 1531, 1590, 1592, 1597, 1612, 
1665, 1679, 1684, 1685, 1695, 1725, 1731, 
1736, 1742, 1750, 1759, 1760, 1811, 1825, 
1827 
Chief of Staff Skinner—1760, 1781 
Chief of Staff Sununu—1408, 1409, 1433-1435, 
1472, 1473, 1514, 1571, 1613, 1674, 1688, 
1708, 1709, 1719, 1739, 1751, 1762, 1766, 
1781, 1782, 1829, 1830 


Presi- 





White House Office—Continued 
Deputy Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs—1685 
Special Assistant to President for Advance— 
1413 
Special Assistant to President for Intergovern- 
mental Affairs—1673 
Special Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs—1543 
Special Emissary for POW/MIA Affairs—1473 
Williamsport Students Engaged in Real Volun- 
teer Efforts (WilISERVE), Williamsport, PA— 
1738 
Wingate College, Wingate, NC—1673 
WMAQ Television—1693 
WNEC Television—1687 
Women Veterans Recognition Week, National— 
1630 
World Bank. See Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment, International Bank for 
World Food Day—1445 
World Population Awareness Week—1512 
Wright Brothers Day—1818 
WEC Television—1686 
WSYX Television—1723 
WTV]J Television—1689 


Young Men’s Christian Association—1408 

Youth Development, Inc., Albuquerque, NM— 
1433 

Yugoslavia 
Civil conflict—1406, 1619, 1810 
Economic sanctions—1608, 1621, 1769 
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vance—1413 

Special Assistant to the President for Inter- 
governmental Affairs—1673 

Special Assistant to the President for Nation- 
al Security Affairs—1543 
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See also Acts Approved at the end of each issue 

Bulgaria, most-favored-nation trading status— 
1643 

Civil Rights Act of 1991—1701 

Continuing appropriations for fiscal year 
1992—1525, 1667 

Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty Imple- 
mentation Act of 1991—1819 

Czechoslovakia and Hungary, trade with U.S.— 
1757 

Department of Transportation and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act—1526 

Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, 
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro- 
priations Act—1529 

Dire emergency appropriations and disaster as- 
sistance legislation—1819 

District of Columbia Mental Health Program 
Assistance Act of 1991—1575 

Foreign Relations Authorization Act—1526 

High-Performance Computing Act of 1991— 
1794 

Intelligence Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 
1992—1758 

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Years 1992 and 1993—1769 

Native American Cultural Center, feasibility 
study—1795 

Resolution Trust Corporation Refinancing, Re- 
structuring, and Improvement Act of 1991— 
1820 

Treasury, Postal Service and General Govern- 
ment Appropriations Act—1525 

Tribal Self-Governance Demonstration Project 
Act—1758 

Veterans’ Compensation Rate Amendments of 
1991—1632 
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Departments of Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education, and Related Agen- 
cies Appropriations Act, memorandum of dis- 
approval—1684 

Emergency Unemployment Compensation Act 
of 1991, memorandum of disapproval—1432 


Communications to Congress 


Argentina, Treaty on Mutual Assistance in 
Criminal Matters, message—1547 

Bahamas, extradition treaty, message—1524 

Budget deferrals, message—1365 

Bulgaria, beneficiary country under the Gener- 
alized System of Preferences, letter—1756 

Crime legislation, letter—1725 

Cyprus conflict, letter—1703 

Export controls report, message—1459 

Haiti, Executive order prohibiting certain 
transactions, message—1553 

Iran, continuation of the U.S. national emer- 
gency, message—1632 
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Jamaica, Treaty on Mutual Assistance in Crimi- 
nal Matters, message—1517 

Mexico, determination not to impose trade 
sanctions, message—1479 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administra- 
tion, annual report, message—1548 

Nuclear warhead dismantlement and special 
nuclear defense controls, verification of, 
letter—1416 

Panama 
Panamanian Government assets held by the 

U.S., message—1392 
Treaty on Mutual Assistance in Criminal 
Matters, message—1500 

Pelagic driftnet fishing, deferral of sanctions, 
message—1 462 

Regulatory Program of the U.S. Government, 
message—1591 

Small business, annual report, message—1523 

Soviet Union, trade with U.S., letter—1423 

Strategic arms reduction agreement, possible 
effects on the Trident submarine program, 
letter—1416 

Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) 
Treaty, message—1726 

Travel, transportation, and subsistence reduc- 
tions—1735 

U.S. International Trade Commission, Chair- 
man-Designate, letter—1828 

Uruguay, Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters, message—1644 


Communications to Federal Agencies 


Czechoslovakia 
Emigration policies, memorandum—1455 
Trade with U.S., memorandum—1780 
Hungary, trade with U.S., memorandum—1780 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act of 1991—1808 
Poland, trade with U.S., memorandum—1781 
Senegal, U.S. assistance, memorandum—1644 
Soviet Union, employment of Soviet nationals 
at U.S. diplomatic and consular missions, 
memorandum—1501 


Executive Orders 


Civil justice reform—1485 

Delegation of Functions and Authorities, De- 
velopment of Requirements and Regulations, 
and Correction of Title—1696 

Federal Agency Recycling and the Council on 
Federal Recycling and Procurement Policy— 
1551 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as 
amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 
implementation of Section 311—1466 

Haiti, U.S. prohibition on transactions—1406, 
1532 

National Defense Service Medal, extension— 
1418 
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President’s Volunteer Action Award amend- 
ment—1702 


Interviews With News Media 


See also Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials 
Exchanges with reporters 
Columbus, OH—1717, 1720, 1723 
Houston, TX—1562, 1576, 1578 
Tjamsville, MD—1438 
NBC Television stations—1686 
Pearl Harbor, HI—1792 
Rome, Italy—1597 
St. Louis, MO—1648, 1650, 1652, 1654 
White House—1381, 1396, 1428, 1431, 1444, 
1452, 1483, 1589, 1683, 1706, 1730, 1770, 
1803, 1820, 1821 
Joint news conferences 
European Community, President Delors— 
1620 
Netherlands, Prime Minister Lubbers—1620 
Soviet Union, President Gorbachev—1534 
Spain, Prime Minister Gonz4lez—1540 
News conferences 
October 4 (No. 105)—1399 
October 25 (No. 106)—1503 
October 29 (No. 107)—1534 
October 29 (No. 108)—1540 
November 6 (No. 109)—1592 
November 8 (No. 110)—1604 
November 9 (No. 111)—1620 
December 5 (No. 112)}—1760 


Joint Statements 


Czechoslovakia-U.S. cooperation—1481 

Libyan indictments resulting from the bomb- 
ing of Pan Am 103—1735 

NATO summit in Rome, Italy 
Peace and cooperation—1599 
Soviet Union—1598 


Letters and Messages 


Christmas—1807 
Hanukkah—1744 


Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials 


Angola, Jonas Savimbi—1417 

Argentina, President Menem—1661, 1674 

Austria, Chancellor Vranitzky—1435 

Bahrain, Amir "Isa Khalifa—1446 

Benin, President Soglo—1589, 1590 

Congo, Prime Minister Milongo—1830 

Costa Rica, President Calder6n—1426 

Czechoslovakia, President Havel—1479, 1514 

Denmark, Prime Minister Schliiter—1473 

European Community, President Delors—1620 

France, President Mitterrand—1613 

Germany, Chancellor KohlI—1613 

—_. Prime Minister Mitsotakis—1808, 1810, 
1830 
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Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials—Continued 
Guatemala, President Serrano—1380 
Haiti, President Aristide—1396 
Hungary, Prime Minister Antall—1406 
Iceland, President Finnbogadéttir—1421 
Israel, Prime Minister Shamir—1709 
Italy 
President Cossiga—1613 
Prime Minister Andreotti—1613 
Kuwait, Amir Sabah—1372 
Mexico, President Salinas de Gortari—1571 
Netherlands 
Prime Minister Lubbers—1617, 1620 
Queen Beatrix—1613 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Secretary 
General Woerner-——1435, 1613 
Norway, Queen Sonja—1421 
South Africa, Nelson Mandela—1760 
Soviet Union 
Foreign Minister Kozyrev of the Republic of 
Russia—1731 
Moscow Patriarch Alesky II—1675 
President Akayev of the Republic of Kyrgys- 
tan—1514 
President Gorbachev—1534, 1572 
President Ter-Petrosian of the Republic of 
Armenia—1665 
Senior Adviser Yakovlev—1683, 1684 
Spain 
Deputy Prime Minister Serra—1572 
Prime Minister Gonzalez—1540, 1572 
Thailand, Queen Sirikit—1571 
United Kingdom, Prime Minister Major—1597, 
1613 
United Nations 
Secretary-General-Elect Ghali—1760 
Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar—1813, 
1814 
Vatican City, Pope John Paul II—1613 
Western Samoa, Prime Minister Tofilau Eti 
Alesana—1421 


Notices 


Iran, continuation of the U.S. national emer- 
gency—1632 


Proclamations 
Bicentennial of the District of Columbia 
Month—1825 
Canada-U.S. Free-Trade Agreement, Harmo- 
nized Tariff Schedule—1358 


Child Health Day—1415 

Columbus Day—1425 

Community Center Month—1490 

Country Music Month—1451 

Crime Prevention Month—1461 

Dutch-American Heritage Day—1666 

Federal Civilian Employees Remembrance 
Day—1750 

Generalized System of Preferences, amend- 
ments—1756, 1769 
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Geography Awareness Week—1742 

German-American Day—1391 

Hire a Veteran Week—1633 

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and 
Human Rights Week—1796 

Mental Illness Awareness Week—1420 

National Accessible Housing Month—1728 

National Adoption Week—1734 

National Alzheimer’s Disease Month—1631 

National American Indian Heritage Month— 
1546 

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month— 
1500 

National Children’s Day—1430 

National Consumers Week—1465 

National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month—1419 

National Down Syndrome Awareness Month— 
1477 

National Family Caregivers Week—1729 

National Family Week—1698 

National Farm-City Week—1697 

National Firefighters Day—1418 

National Home Care Week—1743 

National Hospice Month—1591 

National Law Enforcement Memorial Dedica- 
tion Day—1450 

National Military Families Recognition Day— 
1705 

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day— 
1741 

National Philanthropy Day—1672 

National Poison Prevention Week—1627 

National Radon Action Week—1407 

National Red Ribbon Month—1642 

National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free 
America—1511 

National Women Veterans Recognition Week— 
1630 

Polish-American Heritage Month—1424 

Refugee Day—1522 

Soviet Union, trade with U.S.—1422 

Thanksgiving Day—1713 

United Nations Day—1477 

Veterans Day—1388 

White Cane Safety Day—1374 

World Food Day—1445 

World Population Awareness Week—1512 

Wright Brothers Day—1818 
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Proclamations—Continued 


Year of Clean Water and Clean Water Month— 
1826 


Resignations and Retirements 


Chief of Staff to the President—1751 


Statements by the President 


See also Addresses and Remarks; Bill Signings 

Central Intelligence, confirmation of Robert 
Gates as Director—1592 

Credit, efforts to ensure the availability of— 
1421 

European Community summit—1807 

Middle East peace conference—1464 

Release of hostages from Lebanon—1759 

Soviet Union, Presidential mission—1374 

Supreme Court of the U.S., confirmation of 
Clarence Thomas as an Associate Justice— 
1452 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


See also Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials; Resignations and Re- 
tirements 

Anti-narcotics summit—1524 

Budget, continuing appropriations—1380 

Bulgarian-American Enterprise Fund—1612 

Cabinet meeting—1417 

Condemnation of terrorism on the West 
Bank—1531 

Congressional adjournment—1736 

Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty, ratifica- 
tion—1725 

Family planning legislation—1685 

House Republican economic growth package— 
1731 

Kuwait, extinguishing of oil well fires—1597 

Middle East peace conference—1491 

Nobel Peace Prize winner—1445 

Nuclear arms reduction talks—1452 

Nuclear safeguards agreement between Argen- 
tina and Brazil—1825 

Pacific nations, postponement of President's 
trip—1592 

Release of hostages from Lebanon—1483, 1679, 
1685, 1742, 1750, 1759 

Soviet Union 
President’s telephone conversation with 

President Gorbachev—1827 
US. assistance—1695, 1811 
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